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Dear Parents 

 

I hope you will find this booklet useful in making the all-important decisions that 

your daughter faces in the coming weeks.   

As you will be aware, recent developments in education have seen the 

broadening of the curriculum in order to facilitate more applied, practical 

subjects in the school timetable. This recognises that students have different 

ways of learning, different skills that highlight abilities which can sometimes be 

missed by the more ‘paper-based’ curriculum. 

We are embracing the move in trying to offer more alternatives to our students.  

This includes a number of applied / vocational options.    

We hope the extra information we have given on these courses will help you 

understand more about them.  If you have any direct questions please do not 

hesitate to contact us and we will do our best to help. 

 

Obviously we hope that this initial booklet will help your child to choose areas of 

learning which appeal to them and will help their future planning, however 

please bear in mind that places are limited on many of the courses and 

interviews may be required. In addition, some courses may not run if there are 

insufficient numbers on this first run through.  

 

I hope you know you have the full support of the school in helping in any way at 

this important time. 

 

Yours sincerely,  

 

 

 



 

 

Qualifications 

Course Details 
The following courses are offered on campus: 

A-Level (General) 

 Art and Design 

 Business Studies 

 English Literature 

 Design and Technology 

 Geography 

 Government and Politics 

 Health & Social Care 

 History 

 Mathematics 

 Moving Image Art 

 Religious Studies 

 Software Systems Development 

A-Level (Applied) 

 Engineering 

  ICT 

 Science (Double Award) 

BTEC 

 BTEC Level 3 Science 

 BTEC Level 3 Health & Social Care 

 BTEC Level 3  IT 

 BTEC Sport 

 BTEC Childrens Learning & Development 

 BTEC Hospitality 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

All A Levels are offered subject to viable class sizes 
In addition, programmes are offered in: 

 Core Religious Education 

 Core Physical Education 

 Careers Education 

Courses Available Through Foyle Learning Community Schools 

 

 Biology     

 Chemistry       

 Physics      

 Journalism  

 French  

 Irish  

 Spanish 

 Drama 

 Dance   



 

 

Foyle Learning Community 

St. Mary’s is a member of the   Foyle Learning Community (FLC), an organisation 
consisting of sixteen educational providers across the Derry City area. FLC was 
established in 2007 to develop post primary education provision in a manner 
which promotes a culture of collaboration across schools and colleges in the 
area. 

Foyle Learning Community Partnership Schools 

 St Cecilia’s College 

 St Mary’s College 

 St Joseph’s Boys’ School 

 Immaculate Conception College 

 St Brigid’s College 

 St Patrick’s and St Brigid’s College 

 Oakgrove Integrated College 

 Lumen Christi College 

 St Columb’s College 

 Thornhill College 

 Foyle and Londonderry College 

 Lisneal College 

 Foyleview  

 NWRC 

Associate Members: 

 Altnagelvin  Hospital School and Tuition Service 

 The Laurel Centre 

Website Links: 
www.brightfuturesni.org 

 

 

http://www.brightfuturesni.org/


 

 

External Qualifications 

G.C.E – General Certificate of Education, A Level, Advanced Subsidiary (As) and 

A2 

 GCE stands for General Certificate of Education. 

 GCEs are qualifications at Level 3 in the National Qualifications Framework. 

 GCEs are also known as A Levels, short for Advanced Level Examinations 

 A GCE is normally achieved through a two-year course.  AS (Advanced 
Subsidiary) is the first half of an A Level, as well as being a stand-alone 
qualification.  A few subjects are offered only at AS level.  A2 is the second 
half of an A Level qualification. 

How are GCEs assessed? 

 GCEs have areas of study called unit: most students take three AS units and 
three A2 units. 

 The units are usually assessed by written exam. 

 Students may take units as they proceed through the course 

 Each unit is graded A-E, but the performance level for As units is that 
expected after one years study, while the level at A2 is that expected after 
two year study. 

Applied GCE Single Award and Double Award 

 The applied GCEs are qualifications at Level 3 in the National Qualifications 
Framework 

 AS and A Level options offer a more practical, flexible and work related 
programme of study and can lead to an AS qualification (3 units), a Single A 
Level qualification (6 units) or a Double A Level qualification (12 units). 

 

How are AGCEs assessed? 

 The units are usually assessed by written exam and coursework/portfolios. 

 Each unit is graded A-E, but the performance level for AS units is that 
expected after one years study, while the level at A2 is that expected after 
two years study. 

 



 

 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma Science 

This 6 unit award is broadly equivalent to one A-Level and is assessed through a 
portfolio of units.  As you complete each course internally, you can achieve: 

 Pass 

 Merit 

 Distinction 

 

BTEC National Diploma in Health and Social Care 

The 12-unit National Certificate provides a specialist work-related qualification 
that covers the key knowledge and practical skills required in the vocational 
sector and also offer different emphasis through the choice of specialist units.  It 
is broadly equivalent to two GVE A levels.  It is given a double grade, for 
example, PP, MP, DD.  As you complete each course internally, you can achieve: 

 Pass 

 Merit 

 Distinction 

 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma In IT 

This 6 unit award is broadly equivalent to one A-Level and is assessed through a 
portfolio of units.  As you complete each course internally, you can achieve: 

 Pass 

 Merit 

 Distinction 

 



 

 

Entrance Requirements 

It is expected that: 

1. Students will have achieved Grade C or above in English Language and 
Mathematics.  A student with a Grade D in one of these subjects may be 
considered on a recommendation from the subject teacher.  A student with 
Grade D’s in both subjects will not be considered for a Level 3 course.  In 
addition three other GCSEs will be drawn from the students option subjects. 

 

2. Students wishing to take a particular subject at Level 3 must satisfy the 
individual criteria for that subject. 

 

3. Students from other schools will only be admitted if they have met criteria 1-
2 and have a favourable reference from their Principal supported by evidence 
of satisfactory attendance. 

 

4. In the event of over – subscription to any course, selection will be based on: 

(i) Academic entry qualifications. 
(ii) A favourable track record up to year 12 
(iii) Attendance Record 



 

 

Art and Design 

Entrance Requirements 

GCSE A*, A or high B in Art & Design and GCSE C in English 

Overview  

Through studying GCE Art and Design, students have opportunities to: 

 Develop an interest in and enthusiasm for art, craft and design; 

 Gain knowledge and understanding of art, craft, design and media (including 
technologies) in contemporary and past cultures; 

 Gain experience in working in a broad range of media (including traditional 
and new media and technologies); 

 Gain an awareness of different roles, functions, audiences and consumers of 
art, craft and design practice; and develop and enhance their creative, 
intellectual and artistic abilities. 

 

The course is comprised of four units: two at AS level and two at A2 level. 

These are listed below: 

AS 1: Coursework Portfolio 

AS 2: Externally Set Assignment 

A2 1: Personal Investigation 

A2 2: Externally Set Assignment 

Coursework 

Students must complete two coursework units: one at AS and one at A2. 

The coursework tasks give students an opportunity to freely demonstrate and 
communicate their artistic interests, visual curiosity, creativity and personal skills 
in art, craft and design.  These are outlined below: 



 

 

 AS 1: Coursework Portfolio 

The work included in the coursework portfolio should reflect students’ 
enjoyment and learning experience of art and design.   

Students choose the medium and can present their work in a variety of forms 
including: 

 A folder; 

 Web page; 

 Exhibition of work; 

 Work journal; 

 Sketchbook; 

 CD; and/or any combination of these. 

A2 1: Personal Investigation 

Students must include evidence of visual and written investigations (including an 
extended essay). 

Students choose the medium and can present their work in a variety of forms 
including: 

 An extended essay; 

 Folder; 

 Web page; 

 Exhibition of work; 

 Work journal; 

 Sketchbook  

 CD; and/or any combination of these. 



 

 

Examinations 

In GCE Art and Design, students must complete two exam based units: on at AS 
and one at A2 level.  These are outlined below: 

AS 2: Externally Set Assignment – Duration: 8 hours - Weighting: 40% of AS 

A2 2: Externally Set Assignment – Duration: 12 hours – Weighting: 20% of A 
Level 

Students must complete the assignments in a controlled test environment.  We 
set the theme for the assignments and issue these in February of the year of 
examination. 

The tasks are assessed by the teacher but moderated by us. 

Teachers must ensure that students have an adequate period of time to prepare 
for this task. 

 

Students must be able to: 

 Draw together the knowledge, understanding and skills learned in different 
parts of the course; 

 Select and present work for examination that demonstrates their strengths 
across areas of knowledge and the range of skills described; 

 Show their ability to sustain their own lines of enquiry and record and 
observe from primary sources; 

 Bring together and make connections between the areas of knowledge, the 
work of artists(s), craftsperson(s) or designer(s) and the range o skills 
described and learned throughout the course; and 

 Apply this responding to one or more of the following in the examination 
paper: a stimulus or issue; - a design brief or problem; and/or – a task that 
specifies an image or other outcome to be achieved. 

Externally moderated 

  



 

 

Business Studies 

 

Why choose A’ Level Business Studies? 

 

While it is obvious for all those wishing to take employment in industry or 
pursue entrepreneurial ambition it is vitally important for all students to develop 
knowledge and understanding of the Business Environment. Everyone will 
contribute to a business in some manner as an owner, employee, customer, and 
supplier or in various stakeholders’ capacity. Therefore building up personal 
knowledge and understanding will enhance your own ideas of how the business 
operates. 

 

As a Key Stage 4 and Key Stage 5 subject students have a unique opportunity to 
study something different from the traditional Key Stage 3 curriculum. This can 
be a welcomed change and offers students to up-skill and develop new skills in a 
different learning and teaching environment. 

 

Business Studies is an excellent, current subject that allows students to explore a 
wide variety of subjects, topics and concepts from Economics, Accountancy, 
Human Resource Management, Marketing, International Business and 
Management and many more. It is a cross curricular subject and appeals to 
academic and vocationally gifted students with a rich mixture of numeracy and 
literacy themes challenging all students and raising standards. 

 

Studying Business will allow each learner to appreciate the world around them 
and identify the links between Business, Government, Society and the wider 
world. Students will understand the Business and Political landscape locally, 
nationally and internationally. 

 

St Mary’s offers a range of Business courses approved and accepted at Higher 
Level institutions and by leading universities in N Ireland and across the United 
Kingdom. These are the same courses offered by other schools in this area i.e 



 

 

Lumen Christi, Thornhill College, St Cecilia’s College, St Columb’s College and St 
Joseph’s Secondary School. 

 

In terms of employability and careers the study of business studies enhances 
students’ employment opportunities as they are studying the wider business 
environment. This allows for a smoother transition from student life to actively 
contributing to the business operations in their chosen area of industry and 
career. 

 

Option 1 – CCEA GCE Business Studies (AS & A2) 

GCE Business Studies is made up of two levels: AS and A2. Students can take the 
AS course as a final qualification without progressing to the A2 Level. However, 
those wanting to obtain the full Advanced GCE must complete both the AS and 
the A2 Level. The course has a modular structure. Students study two units at AS 
and a further two at A2 Level. The individual units are listed below:  

UNIT TITLE CONTENT ASSESSMENT 

AS 1 
The 

Competitive 
Business 

Business activity;  

forms of business;  

marketing and 
operations;  business 

environment;  

quality;  

investment and 
productivity 

1h 30mins 

Examination 

AS 2 
Managing 
Business 

Resources 

Management and 
organisation structures;  

accounting;  

financial information as 
an aid to decision-
making and control 

1h 30mins 

Examination 



 

 

A2 1 
Making 

Business 
Decisions 

Macroeconomic 
framework; corporate 

culture;  

social responsibilities; 
relationships between 

stakeholders 

1h 30mins 

Examination 

A2 2 

The 
Changing 
Business 

Environment 

Stakeholder conflict and 
resolutions;  

accounting and financial 
information as an aid to 

decision-making and 
financial control. 

2h  

Examination 

There are a range of other options which you can discuss with Mr Lynch. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

There is no coursework requirement for GCE Business Studies.  

However, students must complete four exams: two at AS and two at A2.  

The exams are each worth 25% of the over all qualification.  

In the first three exams students must  answer compulsory, structured questions 
based on stimulus material.  

In the last exam A2 2 students are presented with an unseen case study and 
must produce a business report in response.  



 

 

Children’s Learning 

Learning Hours: 180 

Qualification: BTEC National Diploma 

Examination Board: Edexcel 

 

BTEC National Extended Diploma in Children’s Care, Learning and Development 

consists of 7 core units plus specialist units that provide for a combined total of 

180 guided learning hours (GLH) for the completed qualification. 

 

Core Units GLH Level 

There are 7 core units for the GLH levels that consist of positive relationships 

and environments for children’s care, learning and development, promoting 

children’s development, reflecting on and developing practice for children, 

safeguarding children, promoting children’s rights and children’s learning 

activities and play. 

 

Special Units 

There are various specialist units to choose from such as Diet and Nutrition for 

Children, Physical Activities for Children, Coaching Mentoring Children, 

Supporting Children’s Numeracy and Literacy Skills and much more! 

  



 

 

English Literature 

 

Preferred Entrance Requirements 

A minimum of a Grade B in both GCSE English Language and English Literature is 

desirable for the study of GCE English Literature. However, students who did not study 

GCSE English Literature and who have a Grade A*-B in GCSE English Language may be 

considered only on the recommendation of  Year 12 English teacher and approved by 

the Head of English. Studying GCE English Literature will give students the opportunity 

to: 

 Engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts from the canon of 
English literature and also texts written by both Irish writers and more modern 
writers; 

 Develop and apply effectively their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation; 

 Explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of 
them; 

 Deepen their understanding of the changing traditions of literature in English; 

 Carry out independent research and present personal responses in the form and 
language appropriate to literary study; 

 Develop advanced study skills that help them prepare for third level education; 

 Demonstrate through challenging internal and external assessments that they 
understand and can apply key concepts; and 

 Nurture a lifelong interest in English literature 
 

Why Study GCE English Literature? 

If you enjoy reading and discussing ideas, and have an interest in not only 

reading literature but also critically analysing literature, then this is the course 

for you. 

 

What do I need to be able to take this course? 

You will require a Grade B or higher in both GCSE English Language and GCSE 

English Literature or a Grade B or higher in GCSE English Language and the 

recommendation of your Y12 English teacher. However, a passion for reading 



 

 

and discussing literature along with a willingness to study independently is a 

must. 

 

What will I study? 

In GCE English Literature (CCEA), you will study 2 units at AS and 3 further units 

at A2. The table below summarises the content and structure of the AS and A2 

courses: 

 

Content Assessment Weightings 

AS 1: The Study of Poetry 1900 – 

Present  

and 

The Study of Drama 1900- 

Present 

External written examination 

2 hours 

Students answer two questions, one from 

Section A and one from Section B. 

Section A is open book. 

Section B is closed book. 

60% of AS 

 

24% of A level 

AS 2: The Study of Prose Pre 

1900 

External written examination 

1 hour 

Students answer one question. 

Closed book 

40% of AS 

 

16% of A level 

A2 1: Shakespearean Genres External written examination 

1 hour 30 minutes 

Students answer one question. 

Closed book 

20% of A level 

  



 

 

A2 2: The Study of Poetry Pre 

1900 and Unseen Poetry 

External written examination 

2 hours 

Students answer 2 questions, one from Section 

A and the question set in Section B 

Closed book 

20% of A level 

A2 3: Internal Assessment Internal assessment 

Students complete a 2500-word essay. 

20% of A level 

 

 

What can I do with a qualification in GCE English Literature? 

 

English Literature is one of the main subjects in the Arts and Humanities family 

and complements subjects such as Languages, History, Politics and Religious 

Studies. A qualification in GCE English Literature could lead to a range of degree 

courses in Arts, Humanities, Law, Media and Communication. 

 

Armed with GCE English Literature, you could even go straight into employment. 

The skills you acquire through taking this course are in high demand from 

employers as well as universities and colleges. If you are interested in a career in 

teaching (Primary/Secondary English teacher), journalism, marketing, film and 

media or law then a qualification in GCE English Literature is a good basis for 

further training in these areas. 

 

  



 

 

Design & Technology 

General 
This course will is concerned with Product Design and Resistant Materials. 
Why should I study Technology 
STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Science) offer a lot of 
opportunities for future careers especially for girls. Also importantly 
Technology opens numerous local 3rd level degree courses and job 
opportunities at a time of high unemployment and expensive university course 
fees. 
Content 
GCE Technology & Design consists of four units: 
AS Year 13 
1. Common Core and Product Design (Examination) 
2. Product Development (Coursework) 
A2 Year 14 
3. Product Design (Examination) 
4. Design and Manufacture (Coursework) 
Is There Coursework? 
Coursework will contribute to 50% of the grade achieved. Similar in format to 
what pupils of Technology have experienced at GCSE. Scope in Year 14 to 
design and manufacture a product of personal interest. 
Is It For Me? 
Traditionally a male dominated area the job opportunities for females with a 
technology / engineering background are excellent. Typical career 
opportunities would be in: Advertising, Animation, Architecture, Computer 
Programming, Design (fashion, furniture, graphic, interior etc.), Engineering 
(civil, electrical, electronic etc.), Marketing, Planning, Robotics, Teacher, 
Traditional Trades and many more!! 
Note: Pupils who have not studied Technology or Engineering at GCSE may 
study GCE Design & Technology if they have a good Key Stage 3 record in 
Technology and now want to rejoin this pathway. 
Additional Information 
If you would like any additional information please contact Mrs C Doherty in the 
Technology Department. 
Progression 
While Technology & Design pathways are many both within Northern Ireland 
and further a field many pupils opt to study at home. Magee Campus of the 
University of Ulster offers a number of courses including: 
• Advertising 



 

 

• Computer Games Development 
• Design and Communication 
• Electronics & Computer Systems 
• Engineering (a new department hoping to attract 400 students by 2016) 
• Nanotechnology, Advanced Materials and Bioengineering 
Letterkenny Institute of Technology offers a number of degree – giving pupils 
the opportunity to remain at home and also currently fees for these courses 
are considerably lower than in the UK and NI. The courses include: 
• Graphic design 
• Product Design 
• Civil Engineering 
• Quantity Surveying 
• Architectural Technology 
• Electronic Engineering 
• Mechanical and Computer Engineering 
The North West Regional College also offers a wide variety of both Design and 
Engineering courses for students. 
  



 

 

Hospitality 

Entrance Requirements: 5 GCSE#s or equivalents 

BTEC Nationals are QCF Level 3 qualifications designed to provide highly 
specialist work-related qualifications in a range of vocational sectors.  They give 
learners the knowledge, understanding and skills that they need to prepare for 
employment.  On successful completion of a BTEC National qualification, a 
learner can progress to or within employment and/or continue their study in the 
same, or related vocational area. Key features of the BTEC Nationals in 
Hospitality the BTEC Nationals in Hospitality have been developed in the 
Hospitality industry to:  

 

Give education and training for hospitality employees give opportunities or 
hospitality employees to achieve a nationally recognised level 3 vocationally 
specific qualification give full-time learners the opportunity to enter employment 
in the hospitality industry or to progress to vocational qualifications give full-
time learners the opportunity to enter employment in the hospitality industry or 
to progress to vocational qualifications such as the Edexcel BTEC Higher 
Nationals in Hospitality Management give learners the opportunity to develop a 
range of skills and techniques, personal skills and attributes essential for success 
performance in working life. 

  



 

 

 

Health and Social Care  

 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 

Health and Social Care is studied in Saint Mary’s College at A LEVEL  
Pupils can study Single Award A Level  
Pupils will cover the following units in Year 13: 

  

AS Level 
2 units are studied. Each unit is worth 50% of the AS Qualification 

 HCS01: Effective Care and Communication (Portfolio) 

 HCS03: Life as a Challenge (Written exam) 

Pupils will study the following in year 14 

A Level 
2 units are studied. Each is equally weighted. 
The fours units together (2 AS Units and 2 A2 units) are each worth 25% of the 
overall A2 Qualification. 

 HCS05: Learning and Development (Written exam) 

 HCS06: Practitioners Roles (Portfolio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paramedic 

Audiologist 

Health 

Visitor 

Speech and 

Language 

Therapist 

Occupational 

Therapist 

Educational  

psychologist 

Nurse 

Teacher 

Social Worker 

Careers  



 

 

Health and Social Care  

(BTEC National Diploma in H&SC; Edexcel, Level 3) 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 

Content  
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care consists of eight 
core units plus specialist units 

Core Units 

1. Developing Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 
2. Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care 
3. Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care 
4. Development Through the Life Stages 
5. Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care 
6. Personal and Professional Development in Health and Social Care* 
7. Sociological Perspectives for Health and Social Care 
8. Psychological Perspectives for Health and Social Care 

 
Specialist Units 

9. Values and Planning in Social Care 
10. Caring for Children and Young People 
11. Supporting and Protecting Adults 
12. Public Health 
13. Physiological Disorders 
14. Woking in the Social Care Sector 

Assessment 

There are no written examinations in this course.  All units are assessed though 

coursework/ portfolio.  However written examinations are planned for future 

assessment of this qualification.  

Is this for me? 

This subject is useful for anyone with an interest in pursuing career as; 

domiciliary care worker; care assistant; crèche/childcare worker and many 

more… 



 

 

 

Geography 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 

Grade B at GCSE Higher Tier. 

Grade C in Maths. 

 If a pupil has not studied geography at GCSE level they will only be considered if 

they have a B grade in English. 

Pupils without the recommended grade may be considered only on the 

recommendation of the Head Of Department. 

 
Content – CCEA Exam Board 

AS Geography – Year 13 A2 Geography – year 14 

AS1 --- Physical geography – 50% of AS  

 1hr 30minutes   written examination 

 Structured short and extended questions 

 Skills section on Fieldwork 
Physical topics  

 Rivers 

 Ecosystems 

 Weather 

  
AS2 –Human Geography-      50% of AS  

( Exam in June Year 13) 

 1hr 30 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended questions 
 

Human Topics 

 Population 

 Settlement 
 Development 

A21  -- Human Geography  50% of A2 exam  

 1hr 30 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended 
questions 

Human Topics 

 Population 

 Settlement 
A22 – Physical Geography and Decision 

Making  50% of A2 exam ( Exam in June Year 

14) 

 2hrs 30 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended 
questions 

 Decision Making exercise 
 
Topics 

 Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

 Ecosystems -- Tropical rainforests 
 

 



 

 

Why is AS/A2 Geography useful? 

Geography graduates are extremely employable at the present! Combining 

geography with other A’Level subjects could lead you to jobs such as working in 

the leisure industry, joining the police or armed services, selling and marketing 

or working in civil aviation.  

 

 A’Level GEOGRAPHY 

with ..... 

 

POTENTIAL CAREERS 

Art / Technology/ 

Engineering 

• advertising • architecture • cartography • landscape 

architecture • 

Science • agriculture • environmental health • estate management • 

nature conservation  

Maths • banks • building • societies • business • civil service •  

English • law • publishing • 

Modern Languages • business • bilingual secretary • overseas marketing • 

leisure and tourism • 

Maths and Science • civil engineering • meteorology • mining • navigation • 

photography • 

Various Subjects • leisure services • sport and recreation management • 

social and youth work • surveying • transport services • 

local authority administration • teaching • 

 

 

  



 

 

A Level Government and Politics 

Few subjects are as relevant to our everyday lives as Government and Politics. 
Government is the act of exercising authority or ruling. Politics is the process by 
which a community makes and changes the general rules under which its people 
live. It regulates competition for positions of leadership and helps to resolve 
conflicts.  Government and Politics is a challenging and rewarding subject that 
suits any student who is interested in people, power and fairness in society.  
Studying Government and Politics gives students a real insight into the world in 
which they live. Students learn how the political decisions that affect our lives 
are made and who has the power and authority to make those decisions. They 
also develop valuable analytical and evaluation skills as they debate topical and 
controversial issues, form their own political opinions and study different 
ideological viewpoints. 

AS Government and Politics: 

 Why people vote 

 Electoral systems  

 UK political parties 

 Pressure groups 

 British Constitution 

 Parliament 

 Prime Ministers 

 Multi-level governance 

 

A2 Government and Politics: 

 Presidential elections 

 US Political parties  

 Voting behaviour 

 Pressure groups 

 US Constitution 

 US Congress 

 Presidency 

 The Supreme Court  

 

What type of jobs may this course lead to? 

Law, Journalism, Media, Teaching, Civil Service, Local Government, Business, 

Public Relations, Researcher. 

https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KLj.sihrRWqA0A2XlNBQx.;_ylu=X3oDMTIydDk0dDhpBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1nBG9pZAM0MDM4MzRjMDU5NjkyZDYyNjc2NGFlNGIwYTA4NmMxOARncG9zAzEEaXQDYmluZw--?.origin=&back=https://uk.images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=barrack+obama&vm=r&fr=yfp-t-424&fr2=piv-web&tab=organic&ri=1&w=1546&h=2250&imgurl=famousface.us/wp-content/gallery/barack-obama/barack-obama-8.jpg&rurl=http://famousface.us/barack-obama/&size=1828.1KB&name=<b>Barack</b>+<b>Obama</b>+|+Famous+Face&p=barack+obama&oid=403834c059692d626764ae4b0a086c18&fr2=piv-web&fr=yfp-t-424&rw=barack+obama&tt=<b>Barack</b>+<b>Obama</b>+|+Famous+Face&b=0&ni=21&no=1&ts=&vm=r&tab=organic&sigr=112l5a6k2&sigb=13f55sl93&sigi=120dg50cg&sigt=118s7jlbu&sign=118s7jlbu&.crumb=CbnwWuOm0gn&fr=yfp-t-424&fr2=piv-web


 

 

HISTORY  

(GCE AS/A2 Level) 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
Grade B in History Higher Level.  Pupils without the recommended grade  may 
be considered only on the recommendation of the Head Of Department  

Studying A-Level History offers students opportunities to access a wide range of 
careers and choices at University level.  A-Level History is widely respected and 
offers students excellent training in a range of highly valued skills.  Many of the 
A-Level history students of St. Mary’s College have opted to further their study 
of History at degree level.  The results achieved by A’level history students at 
Saint Marys have been excellent and our history students always fully enjoy the 
courses studied.  Studying the past may brighten your future! 

What exactly will I study? 

A’S History    (Lower 6th) A’2 History    (Upper  6th) 

 

Unit 1 =  (25% of final result) 

Germany 1918-1945    

(1 hour and 30 minute exams) 

Unit 2 = (25% of final result) 

Challenge and Crisis in Ireland 1821-1867  

 

Unit 3 =  (20% of final result) 

Unionism and Nationalism in Ireland 1800-1900  

(1 hour and 15 minute exam) 

Unit 4 = (30% of final result) 

Partition of Ireland 1900-1925 

(2 hour exam) 

 

 

Q. What can I do with a qualification in History? 

History is much more than reading about past events. This course can help 
develop and deploy a range of important and sought after skills such as:  

 Collecting, organising  and evaluating information, 

 independent thought,  

 self- confidence 



 

 

 weighing up the evidence that you have found and putting a case together to 
support your conclusions 

 researching and reaching balanced conclusions 

 Writing in a clear coherent way 

 

  

JOBS 

USING  

HISTORY 

Management 

and 

Personnel Law: 

 Solicitor / 

Barrister 

Politics 

Government 

Civil Service 

Library or 
Information 

work or 
Archivist 

 

Social Work 

Teaching 

 and 

Lecturing 
 

Archaeologist 

Advertising  

and 

Marketing 

Media/ 

Journalism 

Banking / 

Accountancy 

Genealogist 

Tourism and 
Heritage 



 

 

ICT 

(Applied GCE) 

Why choose this Subject? 
ICT is a subject at A-Level which will compliment almost any degree course. 
Pupils often pick it because they enjoy the subject or have a good history of 
achievement in it. Many of our pupils progress to a wide variety of courses such 
as Teaching, Law, Business, Marketing, Nursing and Engineering. Some pupil’s 
progress to specific ICT based degrees such as Computer Science, Software 
Engineering, Multimedia Design and ICT. 

 GCE Applied ICT 
Single Award AS Units 

Unit 1: Information and Communication 

Unit 2: Software Applications and Tools 

Unit 3: Organisations and Information Systems 

A2 Units 

Unit 7: Investigating Systems (Exam) 

Unit 8: Database Development 

Unit 12: Visual Programming 

What sort of pupil should you be to do an A-Level in ICT? 

 Committed – ability to work on your own on complex ICT projects.  

 Ability to manage workload by meeting key coursework deadlines 
throughout the year. 

 Ability to think logically about procedures and systems, especially when 
completing the coursework.  

 Independent learner – have the initiative to carry out your own research 
and learning in order to solve a specific problem.  

Possible Careers: Software Developer,  Network Manager,  Programmer/ Developer, 

Web designer/ Developer,  Project Manager,  IT Technician,  Computer Game 

Developer,  Graphic Designer, Data Analyst, Digital Marketing Manager.  



 

 

ICT 

BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma In IT 

The Btec level 3 Certificate is a work-related qualification suitable for a wide 
range of students, it is structured to accommodate the needs of employers and 
also allow progression to university, and it is broadly equivalent to one GCE AS 
Level.   The IT industry offers a wide range of motivating and challenging career 
opportunities, including networking, software development, project 
management, programming and IT Support. Students completing the course can 
progress to a university degree or Foundation Degree, to BTEC HNCs and HNDs, 
or to employment. 

Content 
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate consists of two core units plus specialist units.  

Core units  
Communication and Employability Skills for IT  
Computer Systems 

Examples of Specialist units 

 Information Systems  

 Impact of the Use of IT on Business Systems  

 Managing Networks  

 Software Design and Development  

 Organisational Systems Security  

 e-Commerce  

 Computer Networks  

 Communication Technologies  

 Systems Analysis and Design  

 IT Technical Support  

 IT Systems Troubleshooting and Repair  

 Event Driven Programming  

 Object Oriented Programming 

Assessment 
There are no written examinations in this course.   

Possible Careers: Computer Games Developer, Software Developer,  Network 
Manager,  Programmer/ Developer, Web designer/ Developer,  Project 
Manager,  IT Technician,  Graphic Designer, Data Analyst and much more… 



 

 

Mathematics 

Entry Requirements 

You'll need a GCSE Mathematics at A grade. A grade B will be considered under special 

circumstances. 

What is A-level Mathematics? 

A-level Mathematics is an AS/A level qualification which both broadens and deepens the 

mathematics covered in GCSE Mathematics.  

The course will develop your existing knowledge of mathematics into a range of more 
advanced maths study areas. 

The course will introduce you to the possibilities offered by algebra, trigonometry, 
geometry, differentiation and integration. 

Your maths study will then allow you to take your knowledge into the world of physics, 
examining the ways in which maths influences a number of processes. You'll study 
mathematical modelling, kinematics, physical forces and momentum, Newton's laws of 
motion, circular motion and the application of differential equations. 

Because learning maths is integral to so many different fields of study and work, your 
Mathematics A Level will be a hugely versatile qualification and an asset in whatever you 
go on to do. 

 

Why study A-level Mathematics? 

There are many good reasons to study A-level Mathematics: 

 Students taking A-level Maths overwhelmingly find it to be an enjoyable, rewarding,  
      stimulating and empowering experience.  

 For someone who enjoys mathematics, it provides a challenge and a chance to  
     explore new and/or more sophisticated mathematical concepts.  

 It enables students to distinguish themselves as able mathematicians whether they  
     go on to study Maths in university or if the seek employment after A-levels  

 It equips students with a taste of a more independent style of learning 

 

http://www.icslearn.co.uk/distance-learning-courses/a-level-mathematics.aspx


 

 

Where can A-level Maths take me? 

An A Level in Mathematics can lead to university studies and a wide variety of careers, 

from science-related roles to business and teaching. If you want to enter or progress in 

employment, you'll find your Mathematics A Level will demonstrate to employers that 

you have the ability to commit to learning, and have acquired good reasoning and 

analytical skills - essential in practically every walk of life.  Studies have also shown that 

people with Maths A Level also tend to earn more on average than people without it!!!!! 

 

The Course 
The course prepares students for the AQA Mathematics A Level syllabus (6360), for 
examinations in January and June 2014 and in January and June 2015. 

The Mathematics A Level syllabus is split into six units: 

Unit 1 - Core Maths 1    Unit 2 - Core Maths 2 

- Algebra      - Algebra and Functions 
- Coordinate geometry                    - Sequences and Series 
- Differentiation                   - Trigonometry 
- Integration      - Exponentials and logarithms 

                                                                           - Integration 

Unit 3 - Mechanics 1    Unit 4 - Core Maths 3 

- Mathematical modelling    - Algebra and Functions 
- Kinematics in one and two dimensions  - Trigonometry 
- Forces      - Exponentials and Logarithms 
- Momentum     - Differentiation 
- Newton's laws of motion    - Integration  
- Connected particles    - Numerical Methods 
- Projectiles 

Unit 5 - Core Maths 4    Unit 6 – Statistics 1 

- Algebra and functions    - Introduction to statistics 
- Coordinate geometry in the (x, y) plane  - Numerical measure 
- Sequences and series    - Probability 
- Trigonometry     - Binomial distribution 
- Exponentials and logarithms   - The Normal distribution 
- Differentiation and integration   - Confidence intervals 
- Vectors      - Correlation 

                                                                                 - Regression 

http://www.icslearn.co.uk/distance-learning-courses/a-level-mathematics.aspx


 

 

Moving Image Arts  
(GCE A Level) 

Fantastic new subject based on the art of film, its history, production techniques 
and aesthetics.  Studying the moving image both practically and critically from 
the three key points of view of vision, motion and sound. 

2 Units:     

AS1: PRODUCTION (coursework)   70% 
AS2: CRITICAL ANALYSIS (exam)    30% 
Summer Modules Only 
Coursework 

AS1: 70%  

One production assignment comprising of two components: 

 Support Material: will consist of written pre- production material and an 
evaluation.  

 Production: 3-5 minute creative piece of film. 

AS2: 30%  

Critical Analysis, 

 One 1½ hour online examination (to include approximately 20 minutes 
viewing time) 

 There are three questions related to a number of short, previously unseen 
film sequences on screen (each of equal weighting). 

‘The Moving Image’ aims to: 

 Develop imagination, and encourage creative expression. 

 Who would it interest or suit??? 

 Those who are really interested in Film and would currently watch a wide 
range of films. 

 Those who are creatively minded. 

 Those who are organised and self disciplined. 

 Those who have made their own short films/animations before 

  



 

 

BTEC Music 

Course outline 

We will be offering an Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Music 
Performance. The BTEC is equivalent to A Level and therefore carries the same 
number of UCAS points. 

The main components of the course involve developing your own instrumental 
skills, planning musical events and performing in a variety of situations both as a 
soloist and in ensemble. 

Students are required to complete 6 units which must include one mandatory 
unit and either one or both specialist units:- 

 Music Performance Techniques (Mandatory Unit) 
 Solo Music Performance Skills (Specialist Unit) 
 Working and Developing as a Musical Ensemble (Specialist Unit) 

  

Optional units include:- 

 Aural Perception Skills 
 Classical Music in Practice 
 Composing Music 
 Improvising Music 
 Improvising Music in a Jazz Style 
 Marketing and Promotion in the Music Industry 
 Modern Music in Practice 
 Music Performance Session Styles 
 Music Project 
 Musical Theatre Performance 
 Studying Music from Around the World 
 The Sound and Music Industry 
 Singing Techniques and Performance 
 Special Subject Investigation 

  

 



 

 

Religious Studies 

(GCE, AS/A2 Level) 

Currently on offer is CEA Religious Studies 
At AS Level pupils will study two units 
• An Introduction to the Gospel of St Luke 
• Religious Ethics – Foundations, Principles and Practice 
 
Each unit will be externally assessed by two written papers of 1hr 30mins each 
At A2 pupils will study two units 
• The Theology of the Gospel of Luke 
• Religious Ethics and Society 
Each unit will be externally assessed by two written papers of 2hrs each 
Entry Requirements: 
Grade C or above at GCSE RE and / or English 
 

Skills  

Religious Studies develops the following transferable skills: 

 Clear and Logical thinking 

 Critical Evaluation 

 Literacy and Expression 

 Negotiating 

 Organising 

 Planning 

 Problem Solving 

 Researchin
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Science 

(Applied GCE Science, Double Award) 

Science Specialism 

In March 2006 St. Mary’s College was one of the first colleges in Northern 
Ireland to be designated as a Science Specialist College. We use our specialist 
status to create a challenging environment which enhances the quality of 
teaching and learning. We build on proven strengths maintaining our 
reputation by: 

 Promoting the study of science at post-16 to increase participation rates in 
this field. 

 Offer a variety of pathways for all pupils in order for them to develop the 
skills needed to become active citizens in an ever changing world. 

 Participate as active partners in our local community sharing resources and 
expertise with them. 

 Provide enriched opportunities for our pupils by collaborating with Seagate, 
Sentinus, University of Ulster and others.  

Option 1: 
Double Award Applied A-Level Science 

 In Years 13 and 14 at St. Mary’s College pupils can study science through 2 
different pathways. 

 Firstly St. Mary’s pupils can do Double Award Applied A-Level Science 
(AQA).  

 Pupils are assisted in this course by the STEPUP programme through the 
University of Ulster. This partnership with the University of Ulster allows 
pupils access to resources that would not otherwise be available in a school 
setting – specialist labs, university lecturers, undergraduate mentors etc. 

 The course itself consists of 12 units of work. Four of these are exam units, 
the other 8 are portfolio (coursework). All units have equal weighting. 

 It is possible to achieve any grade up to A*A*. 

 Units include lighting and sound in theatre productions, science in   
 workplaces, sport science, medical science, food science, energy, materials,  
   organic chemistry, development of medicines. 

 It is possible for pupils who have studied this course to continue their   
       study of science at university and pursue a science related career – nursing, 



 
 

 

forensic science, biological science, zoology, physiotherapy, marine science 
and many more. 

Option 2: 
Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science 

 An alternative route for pupils in Years 13 and 14 is to study the Edexcel Level 
3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science. This course is assessed through 
portfolio work only (no examinations) and is equivalent to one A-Level. 

 Pupils can achieve a Pass (equivalent to a Grade E at A-Level), a Merit (Grade C 
at A-level) or a Distinction (Grade A at A-Level). 

 Topics covered include the work of a science technician and co-ordination of a 
scientific laboratory, working in the science industry including scientific 
practical techniques and physiology of Human Body Systems. 

 Pupils can continue their studies in Further Education by doing BTEC Higher 
Nationals in Science which can be a pathway to a University place or by 
proceeding directly to University. 

  



 
 

 

Software Systems Development 

 

Entry Requirements: A Grade A GCSE Mathematics, a grade B maybe 

considered.  Preferably GCSE Chemistry, Grade C GCSE ICT Grade C. 

 

It is information rather than money that makes the world go around, and we 

depend on computers to process this information.  Our goverments, hospitals, 

banking, transport and so much more depend on these systems to function.  

Software controls every computer system function in the world.  The avility to 

write computer programs in languages that are used widely in the industry is 

one of the most valuable skills to have in the world today.  Knowing languages 

such as Java and C# allows you to programme and develop applications for 

mobiles.  Wouldn’t it be great to have the skills to become part of this growing 

industry? 

 

This specification aims to help students to: 

- Develop a genuine interest in programming in software systems 

development; 

- Develop an understanding of systems approaches and modelling 

techniques; 

- Develop skills that will prepare them for work in todays software industry 

and much more! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

BTEC SPORT 

Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport (QCF) 

 

The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport is a 60-credit and 360-guided-learning-

hour (GLH) qualification that consists of three mandatory units plus one mandatory 

specialist unit plus optional units that provide for a combined total of 60 credits (where at 

least 45 credits must be at level 3 or above).  

 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 

5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 

 

Content: Core Units 

Unit Mandatory units – all three units must be taken:                Credit   Level 

1 Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport           5 3 

2 The Physiology of Fitness                       5 3 

3 Assessing Risk in Sport                   10       3 

 

Unit Mandatory specialist units – one unit must be taken from:    Credit      Level 

7 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise                                                 10        3 

29 Principles and Practices in Outdoor Adventure                               10         3 

 

Unit Optional units  - two units must be taken from:  Credit  Level 

4 Fitness Training and Programming      10            3 

5 Sports Coaching **                                                                                  10          3 

6 Sports Development                                                                                10          3 

7 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise ***                                          10           3 

8 Practical Team Sports *                                                                          10           3 



 
 

 

9 Practical Individual Sports *                                                                   10              3 

10 Outdoor and Adventurous Activities *                                               10              3 

11 Sports Nutrition                                                                                      10              3 

12 Current Issues in Sport                                                                          10              3 

13 Leadership in Sport **                                                                          10              3 

14 Exercise, Health and Lifestyle                                                              10              3 

15 Instructing Physical Activity and Exercise                                          10             3 

17 Psychology for Sports Performance                                                   10              3 

24 Physical Education and the Care of Children and Young People   10              3 

26 Work Experience in Sport                                                                     10              3 

27 Technical and Tactical Skills in Sport                                                  10               3 

28 The Athlete’s Lifestyle                                                                           10               3 

29 Principles and Practices in Outdoor Adventure ***                        10               3 

33 Skills for Land-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities            10               3 

34 Skills for Water-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities         10               3 

39 Sports Facilities and Operational Management                              10               3  

 

* Learners may select only one from Unit 8, Unit 9 or Unit 10 

** Learners may select only one of Unit 5 or Unit 13 

*** Learners may select, as an optional unit, whichever of Unit 7 or Unit 29 that was not 

taken as a mandatory specialist unit. 

 

Is this for me? 

These BTEC qualifications in Sport provide an introduction to the sector for learners looking 

to build a career in sport, within one of its occupational areas. These areas include careers in 

exercise and fitness, coaching and leadership, sports development and the outdoors. 

 



 
 

 

Careers 

Careers Education prepares every St. Mary’s student for the ever changing 
labour market.  As the demands of working life are changing, at St. Mary’s we 
aim to equip every student with the skills and know how to make effective 
choices about their courses and future career path. 

At St. Mary’s College, we strive to provide high quality Careers Education.  We 
aim to empower each girl with the ability to manage their own career 
development successfully.  We deliver a programme that meets the individual 
needs of the student and the wider community and economy. 

 

 

Post – 16 Careers 

Careers education plays an important role in both Year 13 and Year 14.  Each 
student has one dedicated lesson each week for careers.  They follow a 
programme of work that continues their career planning, target setting and 
careers research. 

In Year 13 all students will get the opportunity to experience a work placement 
in industry.  This is an excellent opportunity to experience of the world of work 
in their chosen area and gives the student a real insight into their potential 
career. 

In Year 14, students are guided through the range of opportunities available to 
them in their chosen career path.  Students apply for Universities and Higher 
Education Colleges as well as further education colleges and apprenticeships.  
Students are guided through the application process and provided with advice 
and assistance. 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Year 13 Topics Year 14 Topics 

Personal Career Planning Higher Education Options 

Using Pathfinder Review Personal Statements 

Skills and Qualities Audit Applying to UCAS 

Transferable Skills Interview Skills 

Occupation Research & LMI Further Education & CAO Applications 

Careers Choice Presentations HPAT & Interview Specific Preparation 

Changing Career Patterns Student Finance 

Progression Paths Student Life 

Interview Skills Job Hunting 

CVs & Work Experience Prep Making Course Choices 

Work Experience Evaluation Clearing & Post Results Service 

Higher Ed Course Research  

Personal Statement Preparation  

 

St. Mary’s also provides and extensive programme of guest speakers, industrial 
visits and careers events throughout the year.  Students have the opportunity 
to engage in events such as University talks and taster days, STEM career 
events, UCAS support and information sessions. 

 



 
 

 

Life in Sixth Form 
(Enrichment Programme) 

Core PE 
You will be able to participate in a wide and varied range of physical activities 
based in school and at sports venues in Derry and Northern Ireland e.g 
Aerobics, Athletic, Body Combat, Bowling, Fitness Training, Games (team), 
Orienteering, Step Aerobics, Swimming, Tennis/Badminton (racquet), 
Trampolining, Wall Climbing and Zumba. 

Core RE 
Take a step outside the pressured academic world for a stress free hour each 
week. You decide the content for yourself. You organise the ceremonies for 
the religious events of the year and you organise the annual retreat. 

Study Skills Programme 
This is an integral part of the Sixth Form Careers Education Programme. You 
will learn how to read, skim, scan, summarise, analyse and write essays. 
Emphasis will be placed on the learning of revision and examination 
techniques. 

Leadership Training (OCN Qualification) 
You have the opportunity to participate in a professional programme, 
organised and run by Children in Crossfire. The training will prepare you for the 
demands of a professional and working life in the 21st century. 

Young Enterprise 
You set up a company and you design and market a product. By doing this, you 
learn about the organisation and management of a career in business and the 
importance of a quality approach in management. 

World Host Training 

Our pupils benefit greatly from WorldHost training. The WorldHost programme 

is modern and energetic offering a comprehensive training toolkit. It is run in 

liaison with the NWRC and can be used across a wide variety of industries 

where the quality of customer service is key to the success of business. 

 

 



 
 

 

CRED (Community Relations Equality and Diversity) 
 Pupils gain the opportunity to understand diversity though disability, working 
in partnership with disabled children from Foyle View Special School. 

Societies and Activities 
Academic activity at St. Mary's is not restricted to the classroom. There are 
societies and activities to suit all interests and educational trips both to places 
of local interest and abroad. 

President’s Award Scheme 
This scheme has been working very successfully in the school for the past 9 
years. It offers young people a challenge to endeavour and achievement 
through a balanced programme of leisure activities in which they are 
encouraged to serve others, acquire new skills and experience adventure. 
Activities include Drama, music, Public Speaking, First Aid, Voluntary Work in 
the community, Orienteering, Camp craft and Canoeing. 

There are three levels of the award: - 

1. Bronze (over 14 years and onwards) 
2. Silver (over 15 years and onwards) 
3. Gold (over 16 years and onwards) 

 

The achievement of the medal awarded at each level requires a tremendous 
amount of effort and commitment.  We strongly recommend that sixth form 
students give this scheme serious consideration as the government is currently 
considering awarding points on university applications for students who have 
successfully completed the award. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Pope John Paul II Award 
This purpose of this Award is to encourage young people to take a more active 
role in the life of their parish and their local community. 

The first presentation of this Award will took place in January 2008. 

Sixth pupils are encouraged to participate in parish / community activities to 
achieve this Award. 

  

St. Vincent de Paul Conference 
St. Mary’s has a thriving St. Vincent de Paul conference in Sixth Form.  This 
group meets on a regular basis and co ordinates charity events within the 
school.  The members also give of their time generously to visit the sick and 
elderly in residential homes and in the hospital. 

 

Class Counselors 
Lower Sixth students are invited to volunteer to work with first year form 
teachers, as class counselors, to ensure that first year pupils are integrated 
smoothly and securely into the school. They play a vital role in the early 
identification of concerns so that these can be dealt with quickly. 

  

Sixth year Key staff 

Mrs. L. McMorrow – Vice Principal, Senior School 
Mrs. R. O’Donnell – Head of Sixth Form 

Questions and Queries  
If you have any issues/queries or request a meeting, please contact any of the 
above staff. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Occasions in the Sixth Form 

  

Prize-giving 
All of the students from lower sixth and those students from upper sixth who 
have been nominated for awards are expected to attend prize-giving in full 
uniform. 

  

Formal 
It is proposed to host a formal in the students’ upper sixth year. This event will 
be held in the Autumn term and will be organized by a committee comprising 
of four class representatives and the Year Head. 

  

Leavers' Mass 
This is the highlight of the upper sixth year. Students and their parents will be 
expected to attend. After Mass presentations will be made to students who 
have made a significant contribution to the life of the school. 



 
 

 

Sixth Form 
Learning Agreement 

The Student Learning Agreement is intended to give students a clear 
understanding of what they can expect from St. Mary’s College Sixth Form, 
and what will be expected from them in return.   

The basic aims of the sixth form are: 

 To foster the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 
all students, both as individuals and as members of society, and thus to 
seek to realise each student’s full potential in all areas of school life 

 To prepare all students to approach positively and confidently the 
opportunities,      responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 

: St. Mary’s College will provide 

 A programme of courses that is delivered by suitably qualified and effective 
members of staff using appropriate facilities and resources.  

 A friendly, caring, supportive environment.  
 Teachers, who monitor your progress, provide guidance and assistance in 

setting targets for improvement.  
 The provision of structured guidance for the use of private study time, 

including the regular setting and marking of formal work to be tackled 
during private study time.  

 Support in developing good study skills and coping with stress.  
 Support for any special needs you may have.  
 The opportunity to take part in leisure and extra-curricular activities.  
 A careers programme suited to your needs with access to expert careers 

advice.  
 The acknowledgement and recording of personal achievement.  
 At least one opportunity each year for your parents/guardians to come into 

school to discuss your progress.  
 Regular assessment each year as appropriate.  

In return, we expect you to: 

 Be determined to make the most of your time in the Sixth form.  
 Accept responsibility for your own learning with the support of your subject 

teachers Form teachers and Head of Year.  
 Attend all lessons and revision sessions. 



 
 

 

 Ensure that any/all coursework submitted is entirely your own work. 
Plagiarism will result in loss of Grades and possible removal from the course 
of study.  All sixth years will sign a plagiarism agreement.  

 Agree to behave in a positive and responsible manner when using the 
school networks, just as you would when using any other information 
source. Unacceptable use of the internet will result in access being denied. 

 Respect the individual rights of all members of the school community and 
behave according to the school Code of Conduct including schools in FLC.  

 Act as a positive role model for the younger students in the school.  

Contribute to all aspects of school life including Prize Giving and Open Day.  

 If you are not well enough to attend school, you or a family member, should 
telephone the office first thing in the morning to report your absence. On 
the day of your return, you will be required to provide a written note 
signed by your parent/guardian, clearly detailing the reason for the 
absence. This should be returned to Mrs Haslett. Should the need arise, the 
school will telephone your parents/guardians to verify any absences. 

 If you are late for school you must sign in on the daily book at the front 
office. All absences and lates are logged and reported to parents. 

 Weekly EMA payments will only be issued to students who have full 
registration attendance.  

 You must attend ALL timetabled lessons, Form time and assemblies. 
 As a member of St. Mary’s Sixth Form you are viewed as a senior member 

of the school, and are therefore expected to set an example for younger 
pupils. 

 Detention will be given for unacceptable behaviour & missed deadlines. 

Study  

 All coursework deadlines must be met and homework assignments 
completed on time. If you experience any problems with meeting a 
deadline you must discuss this initially with your subject teacher. This may 
be referred to your Form teacher and in more serious cases your Head of 
Year. 

 Subject teachers will guide you on the expected amounts of private study 
time you will need to spend on each subject. A guide would be a minimum 
of 2-3 hours of extra study per subject per week. 

 You will be issued with a Sixth Form Diary in September which is 
compulsory to use for coursework and homework planning. It will be looked 
at on a regular basis by your form teacher. You will need to take this to 



 
 

 

every lesson. An important skill you need to develop in order for you to be 
successful at sixth form study is one of time management, and the 
recording of subject requirements and deadlines will help you in this 
direction. 

 Any entitlement to EMA allowance is removed if you are not up to date in 
your studies. 

 

Progression  

It is important for you to understand that you will only be deemed eligible to 
progress to a further year of sixth form study if you have completed the 
previous year’s courses satisfactorily and your conduct and attendance has 
been appropriate.  

You will be in breach of this agreement if: (this list is not exhaustive)  

  You persistently arrive late for school  

 Your attendance is unsatisfactory  

  Your attendance to individual lessons is unsatisfactory  

  You fail to keep to the agreed deadlines as set by your subject teachers  

 You leave the school site, without permission, during lesson time  

 You are rude/disrespectful to a member of staff.  

  You do not wear the correct uniform.  

 

As a student in the Sixth Form at St. Mary’s College I have read these 
regulations and I agree to abide by them.  I understand that non-compliance 
with the agreement may result in my place in the Sixth Form being 
withdrawn. 

 



 
 

 

E.M.A. (Education Maintenance Allowance) 

The Education Maintenance Allowance is a Government funded scheme 
providing financial support for 16-19 year olds who are continuing with their 
education at schools or further education colleges. 

It is a means-tested weekly allowance, paid fortnightly, according to a 
student’s attendance. 

£19,630 or below                          £30 pw 

£19,631 - £24,030                         £20 pw 

£24,031 - £30,000                         £10 pw 

£30,001 or above                    No entitlement pw 

Pupils only receive an EMA if they attend ALL the sessions for which they are 
required to register. 

St. Mary’s College have the discretion to authorise certain absences. Where an 
absence is authorised, the pupil is entitled to receive the EMA payment in the 
same way as if she had attended, assuming that there are no further 
unauthorised absences for that week. 

An absence is defined as non-attendance at: 

a) Registration – am/pm 
b) Class 
c) Sixth Form. 

An absence is deemed unauthorised unless proven otherwise. It is the 
responsibility of the pupil to provide a reason in writing as to why the absence 
should be authorised. 

If the absence was known in advance, pupils must have applied in writing for 
an authorised absence before the event from the Head of Sixth Form. The 
written countersigned application must then be taken to the Attendance 
Officer where all proof of authorised absences will be retained for external 
audit. 

Any decisions on withholding payment will be made by the Head of Sixth 
Form/Principal. 



 
 

 

E.M.A  
Learning Agreement 

 

EMA LEARNING AGREEMENT PART 1 

PUPIL NAME     EMA Reference Number 

St Mary’s College    St Mary’s College Roll Number 

Course 

In order to receive my weekly allowance, I, _____________________ agree to 

attend the ___________________ at St Mary’s College, according to the rules 

of attendance and objectives laid down by St Mary’s College.  It has been 

explained to me and I understand the EMA processes and rules put in place by 

St Mary’s College. 

I confirm that I (have/do not have) special educational needs.   

I, _______________________ understand that I must sign this agreement to 

receive my weekly allowance. 

PUPIL 

Signature _________________________ 
Print Name _________________________ 
Date  _________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature: 
Signature:___________________________________ 
Print Name:___________________________________ 

 

ST MARY’S COLLEGE 

Signature _________________________ 
Job Title _______________________ 
Attendance Officer___________ 
Date  _________________________ 

Learning Agreement Part 2 pertaining to the bonus will be signed in 
December and May. 



 
 

 

What Next?  

How do I make a decision? 
Over the last few months, we have emphasised the importance of knowledge 
and information in the decision-making process. 

 Do you intend to choose A’ Levels (GCEs), Applied A’ Levels  (AGCEs) or a 
mixture of courses? 

 Would you like to go to university after school? 

 Would you like to attend a college, or become part of the labour force? 

 Do you have a career in mind? 

Most pupils will base their decisions on the simple fact of life, they will choose 
a course that they enjoy. 

No one can predict the future, so a balance of courses is recommended, and 
we hope that a large percentage will choose a variety of courses to avoid 
disappointment in the future. 

Are some courses more valuable than others? 
The most important aspect of present-day education is to provide a skilled and 
well-trained workforce for business and industry.  The courses on offer, 
without question, provide all the necessary skills and training to allow pupils to 
choose a successful career. 

  

 Who will advise me?  

 The Subject teacher or Head of Department - a mine of relevant 
information on the contents of courses, assessment, coursework, and if the 
course is suitable for the pupil. 

 Head of Year - experienced in the process of decision-making, and able to 
foresee problems. 

 Careers Officer - every pupil in Year 12 has the right to ask for a Careers 
Interview with the officer assigned to the School. 

  

 

 



 
 

 

What part can parents / guardians play? 

 Parents and guardians know the children best and therefore have a key role 
to play in the decision making process.   

 Research has shown that most children will turn to their parents for advice 
and support during this period in their lives. 

  

BEFORE YOU CHOOSE, REMEMBER... 

 Choose wisely.  Do not close any doors without good reason  

 Everybody needs a healthy balance of courses. 

  

 

“Learning Today for the World of Tomorrow” 

  



 
 

 

Sixth Year School Uniform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Girls Uniform 

 Navy Pinafore 

 Black Leather Shoes 

 Royal Blue Jumper 

 Blue  Shirt 

 Sixth Form Tie 

 Royal Blue Blazer with School Crest 

Available from Fergusons Fashions, Max Fashions and 

Kular. 

 



 
 

 

Higher Education…Thinking Ahead 

Below is a list of the subject requirements for a range of popular degree 
courses. The information is for entry to courses in Northern Ireland and is from 
2013. 

Tuition fees in Northern Ireland universities being lower than for those in 
England, Scotland & Wales, this has created an increased demand for places.  
For more details on entry requirements for further or higher education courses 
check out the entry profile on the university or college website. 

If you have a particular career path in mind and a particular subject is listed as 
required in the table you must ensure that you study that subject at Post 16.  
Some degree courses will require GCSE Maths at Grade B, the vast majority 
require a minimum of Grade C in English and Maths.  

Entry Requirements for Popular Degree Courses 

Popular Degree Courses Grades / Tariff Points Specific A-Level / GCSE Requirements 

Biomedical Science Ulster  
300 points including BB 

QUB 
AAB  

Ulster 
A-Level Applied Science Or 

Chemistry, Physics, Maths, Biology 
QUB Biology & Chemistry 

Business  Ulster  
300 - 340 points 

QUB 
AAB + GCSE Maths B 

None 

Computing / IT Ulster  
280 - 300 points including BB 

QUB (Business IT) 
ABB + GCSE Maths 

None 

Early Childhood Studies Liverpool John  Moores 
260 points  

1 relevant subject inclusive of English Language, English 
Literature, Government & Politics, Health & Social Care. 

Education St Mary’s Belfast 
AAA- BBB 

 

Primary Teaching: GCSE Maths, English & DA Science 

Requirements depend on Specialism. 

English Ulster  
280 BBC  

QUB  
ABB – BBB for Joint Honours 

Ulster – Prefer A-Level English 

 

QUB will accept AS English 

Geography Ulster  
220-260 C in Geography 

A-Level Geography 



 
 

 

QUB  
BBB  

History 

Ulster  
280 BBC  

QUB  
ABB 

None 

Nursing (Adult) 

Ulster  
280 including BB  

QUB  
BCC 

Ulster: GCSE Maths or Essential Skills Level 3 

QUB 5 GCSEs including English, Maths, DA Science 

Mechanical Engineering 

Ulster  
280 including BC 

 

 

QUB  
Foundation Degree CC 

Ulster Mathematics or one from Physics, Chem, Tech or 
Engineering. If offering Technology / Engineering GCSE 
Maths A.  

QUB Mathematics & one of Physics (preferred), Biology, 
Chemistry, Design/Technology 

Physiotherapy Ulster  
BBB  

 

Ulster  

Double Award Applied Science & HPAT performance 

Psychology 

Ulster  
280 including BB  

QUB  
ABB (GCSE Maths) 

None 

Sociology Ulster  
260- 280 including BC – BB  

QUB  
BBB  

Ulster 
Must have GCSE Maths 

 

Technology with Design Ulster  
280 including BC  
 

QUB (Product Design) 
BB or BC 

Ulster 
A-Levels to include one from Maths, Physics, Chemistry, 
Technology or Engineering.  

QUB 
CC including Maths and a Science subject OR BC including 
grade B in Maths or Technology 

Tariff Points:  

A-Levels: A* = 140; A = 120; B = 100; C = 80; D = 60; E = 40 

BTEC 6 Unit: Dist = 120; Merit = 80; Pass = 40  

BTEC 12 Unit: Dist/Dist = 240; Dist/Merit = 200; Merit/Merit = 160; Merit/Pass = 120; Pass/Pass = 80 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 


