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Dear Parents 

 

I hope you will find this booklet useful in making 

the all-important decisions that your daughter faces 

in the coming weeks.   

As you will be aware, recent developments in 

education have seen the broadening of the 

curriculum in order to facilitate more applied, 

practical subjects in the school timetable. This 

recognises that students have different ways of 

learning, different skills that highlight abilities 

which can sometimes be missed by the more 

‘paper-based’ curriculum. 

We are embracing the move in trying to offer more 

alternatives to our students.  This includes a 

number of applied / vocational options.    

We hope the extra information we have given on 

these courses will help you understand more about 

them.  If you have any direct questions please do 

not hesitate to contact us.  

This booklet will help your child to choose areas of learning which appeal to them 

and will help their future planning, however please bear in mind that places are limited on 

many of the courses and interviews may be required.   Please be aware, in some cases, courses may not 

run if there are insufficient numbers.  

 

I hope you know you have the full support of the school in helping in any way at this 

important time. 

 

Yours sincerely, 
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Post 16 Curriculum 

We at St Mary’s offer a wide range of courses to Sixth Form pupils, not only do our 
pupils study on campus, they also have the opportunity to study in other schools 
throughout the city.  This is through the Foyle Learning Community. 
 

The following courses are available on campus: 

Subject Qualification Single or Double Award 

Art and Design  G S.A 

Business & Finance  B S.A 

Business Studies G S.A 

COPE  B S.A 

Childrens Learning  B D.A 

English G S.A 

Entrepreneurship & Enterprise B S.A 

Geography  G S.A 

Health & Social Care A S.A 

Health & Social Care B D.A 

History G S.A 

Hospitality B S.A 

IT B S.A 

Life & Health Sciences A D.A 

Moving Image Arts A S.A 

Music B S.A 

Politics G S.A 

Professional Services for Business A S.A 

Religious Studies G S.A 

Science B S.A 

Sport B S.A 

Software Systems Development A S.A 

Technology A S.A 

Key 
B = BTEC                 G=General                 A = Applied 

 

List of participating schools available in the Foyle Learning Community: 

 

 

Foyle College   St Columb’s College  Nerve Centre 
Lumen Christi College  St Cecilia’s College   Verbal Arts Centre 
Oakgrove Integrated College St Joseph’s Boy’s School 
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Courses available through the Foyle Learning Community Schools: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

External Qualifications 

G.C.E – General Certificate of Education, A Level, Advanced Subsidiary (As) 
and A2 
 

 GCE stands for General Certificate of Education. 

 GCEs are qualifications at Level 3 in the National Qualifications Framework. 

 GCEs are also known as A Levels, short for Advanced Level Examinations 

 A GCE is normally achieved through a two-year course.  AS (Advanced 
Subsidiary) is the first half of an A Level, as well as being a stand-alone 
qualification.  A few subjects are offered only at AS level.  A2 is the second half of 
an A Level qualification. 
 
 

How GCEs are assessed depending on subject 
 

 GCEs have areas of study called unit: most students take three AS units and three 
A2 units. 

 The units are usually assessed by written exam. 

 Students may take units as they proceed through the course 

 Each unit is graded A-E, but the performance level for As units is that expected 
after one years study, while the level at A2 is that expected after two year study. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Biology   Drama  Irish   Physical Education 
Business Studies  Dance   Journalism  Physics 
Chemistry   French  Mathematics  Psychology 
          Spanish 
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Applied GCE Single Award and Double Award 
 

 The applied GCEs are qualifications at Level 3 in the National Qualifications 
Framework 

 AS and A Level options offer a more practical, flexible and work related 
programme of study and can lead to an AS qualification (3 units), a Single A Level 
qualification (6 units) or a Double A Level qualification (12 units). 
 
 

How are AGCEs assessed? 
 

 The units are usually assessed by written exam and coursework/portfolios. 

 Each unit is graded A-E, but the performance level for AS units is that expected 
after one years study, while the level at A2 is that expected after two years study. 

 
 
 
The BTEC National Certificate 
 
The 12-unit National Certificate provides a specialist work-related qualification that 
covers the key knowledge and practical skills required in the vocational sector and 
also offer different emphasis through the choice of specialist units.  It is broadly 
equivalent to two GVE A levels.  It is given a double grade, for example, PP, MP, 
DD. 
 
 
 
BTEC National Diploma Children’s Learning and Development 
 
These are also assessed by portfolio/coursework. 
 
 
 
How are BTEC National Certificates Assessed? 
 
These units are all assessed by portfolio/coursework. 
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Entrance Requirements 
Level 3: A Level, Applied GCE 

BTEC National Certificate 
 
 

It is expected that: 
 
 
1. Students will have achieved Grade C or above in English Language and 

Mathematics.  A student with a Grade D in one of these subjects may be 
considered on a recommendation from the subject teacher.  A student with Grade 
D’s in both subjects will not be considered for a Level 3 course.  In addition three 
other GCSEs will be drawn from the students option subjects. 
 
 
 

2. Students wishing to take a particular subject at Level 3 must satisfy the individual 
criteria for that subject. 

 
 
 
3. Students from other schools will only be admitted if they have met criteria 1-2 and 

have a favourable reference from their Principal supported by evidence of 
satisfactory attendance. 

 
 
 
4. In the event of over – subscription to any course, selection will be based on: 

(i) Academic entry qualifications. 
(ii) A favourable track record up to year 12 
(iii) Attendance Record 
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ALevel Art & Design 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: Grade C in English Language and minimum Grade 

B in GCSE Art and Design 

This GCE qualification is available as a general qualification in Art and Design 
Combined studies, or as a specialism in Photography and Lens Based Media, Three-
Dimensional Design, or Textiles.  

 
There are 4 Assessment Objectives (AO) in this specification: 

  Develop ideas through sustained and focused investigations informed by contextual  
   and other sources, demonstrating analytical and critical understanding (AO1); 
 Explore and select appropriate resources, media, materials, techniques and processes,  
    reviewing and refining ideas as work develops (AO2); 
 Record ideas, observations and insights relevant to their intentions, reflecting critically  
    on work and progress (AO3); and 
 Present a personal and meaningful response that realises intentions and, where  
    appropriate, makes connections between visual and other elements (AO4). 
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ALevel Art & Design 
 

 

What can I do with a qualification in Art and Design?  
 

The creative and cultural industries are a fast growing area of the economy and are key to 
economic success. Northern Ireland and the UK have an established reputation in these 
industries.  
 
This qualification provides students with opportunities to develop key skills needed for the 
world of work and further and higher education. It creates a pathway to a future career in a 
creative field.  
 
Possible careers include advertising, architecture, art, creation, craft, jewellery, fashion design, 
car design, film, costume design, special effects, make-up, photography, graphic design, set 
design, furniture design, interior design, music, animation, performing arts, publishing, 
software design, toys and games design, TV, radio and video games design. A wide range of 
STEM careers such as engineering now also require creative, artistic and design skills.  
 
The study of GCE Art and Design nurtures a range of qualities which are highly sought after 
by employers. These include creativity, problem-solving, resourcefulness, resilience, 
imagination, empathy and innovation. Higher order thinking skills such as researching, 
analysing and reflecting are embedded throughout this qualification.  

 
3rd Level Pathways 
We have developed strong links with the School of Art Design and Architecture in Ulster 
University. They have provided our pupils with tailored and personalised tours around the 
entire Belfast campus.  More locally, we have developed links with Letterkenny Institute of 
Technology and Design. A representative visits the school to discuss all the 3rd level 
pathways available to pupils who wish to study closer to home. 
The number of our pupils who apply and who are successfully accepted onto 3rd level 
courses is exceptionally high.  
 
Saint Mary’s Art Department Success 
The Art & Design Department in Saint Mary’s performs significantly above the NI average 
at GCSE and A Level.  

 100% of our AS pupils achieved A* - B in 2016 

 100% of our A2 pupils achieved A*-C in 2016   

 86% of our A2 pupils achieved  grades A* or A 
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ALevel Business Studies 
 
 

Examination Board: CCEA 
Preferred Entry Requirements: English and Mathematics GCSE Grade C or above 
 
 
Professional Business Services 
This AS and A2 ALevel has been specifically designed to suit both the modern 
Northern Ireland and global business contexts.  The course is structured for a Single 
Award qualification which is worth one ALevel and students will study 6 units all of 
which involve external or internal portfolio coursework. 
 
GCE Business Studies 
In this pathway, students are assessed across 4 modules.  Each module is work 25% 
of their overall mark.  There is no coursework in this pathway. 
 

Option 1  
Business studies 

Option 2  
Professional Services for Business 

Extension of GCSE Business studies  

 100%  

60% exam, 40% CWK 

AS  

2 exams 

 

100% Theory NO COURSEWORK 

Year 13 AS 1, AS 2 (50%) 

Year 14 A2 1, A2 2 (50%) 

 

1 coursework  

A2  

2 exams 

1 coursework 

These courses are also offered by Thornhill College and St Columb’s College 

 

 

 AS (19 students)  100% A-C 

 A2 (12 students) 100% A*-C Applied 

(3A*’s and one pupil 2
nd

 in N. Ireland) 

 A2 (12 students) 83% A*-C Theory 

 Higher than average in N. Ireland (82%) 
 

 

2016 
Results 
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ALevel English 
 
 

Preferred Entry Requirements 
 
A minimum of a Grade B in both GCSE English Language and English Literature is 
desirable for the study of GCE English Literature. However, students who did not study 
GCSE English Literature and who have a Grade A*-B in GCSE English Language may be 
considered only on the recommendation of  Year 12 English teacher and approved by the 
Head of English. Studying GCE English Literature will give students the opportunity to: 
 

 Engage critically and creatively with a substantial body of texts from the canon of 
English literature and also texts written by both Irish writers and more modern writers; 

 Develop and apply effectively their knowledge of literary analysis and evaluation; 

 Explore the contexts of the texts they are reading and others’ interpretations of them; 

 Deepen their understanding of the changing traditions of literature in English; 

 Carry out independent research and present personal responses in the form and  
    language appropriate to literary study; 

 Develop advanced study skills that help them prepare for third level education; 

 Demonstrate through challenging internal and external assessments that they 
understand and can apply key concepts; and 

 Nurture a lifelong interest in English literature 
 
Why Study GCE English Literature? 
 
If you enjoy reading and discussing ideas, and have an interest in not only reading 
literature but also critically analysing literature, then this is the course for you. 
 
What do I need to be able to take this course? 
 
You will require a Grade B or higher in both GCSE English Language and GCSE 
English Literature or a Grade B or higher in GCSE English Language and the 
recommendation of your Y12 English teacher. However, a passion for reading and 
discussing literature along with a willingness to study independently is a must. 
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ALevel English 
 

 
 
What will I study? 
 
In GCE English Literature (CCEA), you will study 2 units at AS and 3 further units at 
A2. The table below summarises the content and structure of the AS and A2 courses: 
 

Content Assessment Weightings 
AS 1: The Study of Poetry 
1900 – Present and 
The Study of Drama 1900-
Present 

External written examination 
2 hours 
Students answer two questions, one from Section A 
and one from Section B. 
Section A is open book. 
Section B is closed book. 

60% of AS 
 
24% of A level 

AS 2: The Study of Prose Pre 
1900 

External written examination 
1 hour 
Students answer one question. 
Closed book 

40% of AS 
 
16% of A level 

A2 1: Shakespearean Genres External written examination 
1 hour 30 minutes 
Students answer one question. 
Closed book 

20% of A level 

A2 2: The Study of Poetry Pre 
1900 and Unseen Poetry 

External written examination 
2 hours 
Students answer 2 questions, one from Section A and 
the question set in Section B 
Closed book 

20% of A level 

A2 3: Internal Assessment Internal assessment 
Students complete a 2500-word essay. 

20% of A level 

 
 
What can I do with a qualification in GCE English Literature? 
 
English Literature is one of the main subjects in the Arts and Humanities family and 
complements subjects such as Languages, History, Politics and Religious Studies. A 
qualification in GCE English Literature could lead to a range of degree courses in Arts, 
Humanities, Law, Media and Communication.  Armed with GCE English Literature, 
you could even go straight into employment. The skills you acquire through taking this 
course are in high demand from employers as well as universities and colleges. If you are 
interested in a career in teaching (Primary/Secondary English teacher), journalism, 
marketing, film and media or law then a qualification in GCE English Literature is a 
good basis for further training in these areas. 
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ALevel Geography    
 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
 
Grade B at GCSE Higher Tier. 
Grade C in Maths. 
Many pupils have selected geography at A’level and had not 
studied it at GCSE level and obtained super A’level results  for 
example Jade Mc Gowan obtained the highest AS geography 
result last year in the class and she had not studied it at GCSE 
level. This however requires hard work and determination. 

 
Content – CCEA Exam Board 
 

AS Geography – Year 13 A2 Geography – year 14 

AS1 --- Physical geography – 40% of AS  (16% 
of A2) 

 1hr 15 minutes   written examination 

 Structured short and extended questions 
Physical topics  

 Rivers 

 Ecosystems 

 Weather 
 
 

 
AS2 –Human Geography-      40% of AS 
(16% of A2) 

 1hr 15 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended questions 

 Population 

 Settlement 

 Development 
 
 

AS3 Fieldwork Skills and Techniques in 
Geography – 20% of AS ( 8% of A’Level) 

 
1hr written examination on fieldwork 
data, skills and techniques 
All pupils will go on a day study to 
Benone beach. 

A21  -- Human Geography  24% of A2   

 1hr 30 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended 
questions 

Human Topics 

 Population 

 Settlement 
 

A22 – Physical Geography and Decision 
Making  24% of A2   
1hrs 30 minutes written examination 

 Structured short and extended 
questions 

 Earthquakes and Volcanoes 

 Ecosystems -- Tropical rainforests 
 

A23 : Decision Making in Geography 
(12% of A’level) 
This is a compulsory decision making 
exercise in the form of a case study 
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ALevel Geography    
 

Why is AS/A2 Geography useful? 
 
Geography graduates are extremely employable at the present! Combining geography 
with other A’Level subjects could lead you to jobs such as working in the leisure 
industry, joining the police or armed services, selling and marketing or working in civil 
aviation.  

 
 A’Level GEOGRAPHY 

with ..... 

 
POTENTIAL CAREERS 

Art / Technology/ 
Engineering 

• advertising • architecture • cartography • landscape 
architecture • renewable energies, planning 

Science • agriculture • environmental health • estate management 
• nature conservation , meterologists 

Maths • banks • building • societies • business • civil service • 
census taking, statistician, researcher  

English • law • publishing • 

Modern Languages • business • bilingual secretary • overseas marketing • 
leisure and tourism • 

Maths and Science • civil engineering • meteorology • mining • navigation • 
photography • marine biologists 

Various Subjects • leisure services • sport and recreation management • 
social and youth work • surveying • transport services • 
local authority administration • teaching • 

 
 

All geography A’level students will also have the opportunity to go to Rome, 
Sorrento and Capri in the October of  year 14 which is an amazing trip – a trip of 
a lifetime helping to consolidate work studied at As and A2 level 
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ALevel Health & Social Care 

 

 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 
Health and Social Care is studied in Saint Mary’s College at A LEVEL  
Pupils can study Single Award A Level  
Pupils will cover the following units in Year 13: 
  

AS Level 
 
2 units are studied. Each unit is worth 50% of  the AS Qualification 

 HCS01: Effective Care and Communication (Portfolio) 

 HCS03: Life as a Challenge (Written exam) 
Pupils will study the following in year 14 
 
A Level 
 
2 units are studied. Each is equally weighted. 
The fours units together (2 AS Units and 2 A2 units) are each worth 25% of  the 
overall A2 Qualification. 

 HCS05: Learning and Development (Written exam) 

 HCS06: Practitioners Roles (Portfolio 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Paramedic 

Audiologist 

Health 

Visitor 

Speech and 

Language 

Therapist 

Occupational 

Therapist 

Educational  

psychologist 

Nurse 

Teacher 

Social Worker 

Careers  
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ALevel History 

 

Preferred Entry Requirements: 
Grade B in History Higher Level. 

Pupils without the recommended grade may be considered only on the 
recommendation of the Head Of Department. 
 
Why study History? 
History is a strong academic subject which is highly regarded by universities and 
employers.   Choosing to study history will provide you with opportunities to develop 
skills valuable to many future careers.    The key benefit of studying history is that 
students develop as inquiring, curious and critical thinkers.   You will learn about 
interesting and important events from the past which have and continue to shape the 
world we live in.   
Which Subject? 
 “Historians are regarded as having had an education that trains their minds to 
assemble, organise and present facts and opinions and this is a very useful quality in 
many walks of life and careers.  History is an excellent preparation for very many 
other jobs.” 

“Which Career? Which Magazine publication. 
What skills will I develop? 
By studying history you will develop many important skills.   These will not only help 
you when you are studying other subjects but also support you in your future 
education and in your career.  For example you will develop skills in researching and 
organising information, analysing and weighing up evidence and reaching a 
conclusion that you can substantiate.   You will develop the ability to think critically 
and ask questions, identify patterns and trends and learn how to reach and write a 
coherent argument.   These are important skills that are valuable in many careers as 
you learn to manage information effectively.   You will develop your communication 
skills, both written and oral. You will have opportunities to work with others, present 
ideas and work independently – all of which are important life skills required in the 
workplace. 
What can I do with a qualification in History? 
Studying history can lead to a wide range of careers and opportunities for further 
study.   The skills that you develop through history make history a well-respected and 
attractive subject to universities and employers.   

 Law 

 Politics 

 Civil service 

 Business 

 Marketing, 

 Finance, 

 Accountancy, 

 Journalism, 

 Economics, 

 Teaching, 

 Nursing 

 Insurance, 

 Research, 

 Social work
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ALevel History 
 

What will I Study in CCEA A’ Level History? 

AS 1:  Option 5: Nazi Germany 1918-1945 A’S 2 Option 3: Crisis and Conflict in Ireland  

1823-1867 

  

 

Weimar Republic, Rise of Hitler, Consolidation of 

Power, Economic policies, control of German 

Society 

External written examination:  1 hour 30    
 
50% of AS   & 20% of A level 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Daniel O’Connell , Young Irelanders, The Great 

Irish Famine, The Fenians and 1867 Rebellion 

 

External written examination : 1 hour 30  

50% of AS  & 20% of A level 

A2 1 Option 3: The Causes and Consequences 

of Great Power Conflict 1848–1945 

A2 2 Option 5: The Partition of Ireland 1905-

1925 

 

 

 

 

Unification of Germany, Balkan Question, 

nationalism, the causes and consequences, of 

World Wars One and Two 

 

External written examination : 1 hour   

20% of A level 

 

 

 

 

 

The 3rd Home Rule Bill, WW1, The Easter Rising, 

rise of Sinn Fein, War of Independence, Anglo-

Irish Treaty, Civil War, Partition, Northern Ireland 

State 

External written examination : 2 1/2 hours   

40% of A level 
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ALevel Life & Health Sciences 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: Double C or above in GCSE Science 
Examination Board: CCEA 
 
Pupils are assisted in this course by the STEPUP programme through the University of 
Ulster.  This partnership with the University of Ulster allows pupils access to resources that 
would not overwise be available in a school setting – specialist labs, university lecturers, 
undergraduate mentors etc. 
 
It is possible to achieve any grade up to A*A* 
 

Examinations 

At AS level, there are written exams lasting 1 hour 30 minutes for each of the following 
units: 

 Unit AS 2: Human Body Systems  
 Unit AS 3: Aspects of Physical Chemistry in Industrial Processes  
 Unit AS 5: Material Science  

At A2, there are written exams lasting 1 hour 45 minutes for the following units: 

 Unit A2 2: Organic Chemistry  
 Unit A2 3: Medical Physics  
 Unit A2 4: Sound and Light 

 
The full Double Award Advanced GCE is based on students’ marks from: 
  
AS Level: 40% 
A2 Level: 60% 
 
 
The guided learning hours are: 
 
• 360 hours for the Advanced Subsidiary level award; and 
• 720 hours for the Advanced level award. 
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ALevel Moving Image Arts 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: Grade C in English Language 
 
3 good reasons to choose A ‘Level Moving Image Arts: 
 
1. You will create your own original film production portfolio on this unique film- 
     making course 
 
2. You will develop industry skills including writing, directing, production design, editing  
     and sound. 
 
3. You will broaden critical knowledge of film styles and movements in world cinema. 
Moving Image Arts (MIA) offers students a unique opportunity to develop and refine their 
skills as film-makers. It enables students to broaden their experience of audiovisual culture 
to inform, inspire and contextualise their own creative ideas. 
 
MIA is an ideal choice for students wishing to pursue a career in the creative industries, 
which value and promote independence, originality, creative enterprise and technical skill. 
The course develops creative and critical abilities in writing, directing, editing, producing 
and analysing films from a range of contexts and disciplines 
MIA is a challenging and rewarding course, offering a solid foundation for progression to 
higher and further education and the creative industries.  
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ALevel Religious Studies 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: 
Grade C or above at GCSE RE and / or English 
 
Currently on offer is CEA Religious Studies at AS Level pupils will study two units 
 
• An Introduction to the Acts of the Apostles  
• Religious Ethics – Foundations of Ethics with Special Reference to Medical Ethics 
 
Each unit will be externally assessed by two written papers of 1hr 20minutes each.  Each 
paper is worth 50% of the AS with both papers comprising of 40% of the A Level.  
 
At A2 pupils will study two units 
 
• Themes in the Selected Letters of Saint Paul 
• Global Ethics 
 
Each unit will be externally assessed by two written papers of 2hrs each.  Each paper is worth 
50% of A2 with both papers comprising of 60% if the A Level. 
 
 

Skills  

Religious Studies develops the following transferable skills: 

 Clear and Logical thinking 

 Critical Evaluation 

 Literacy and Expression 

 Negotiating 

 Organising 

 Planning 

 Problem Solving 

 Researching
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ALevel Technology & Design 

 

Preferred Entry Requirements: Pupils who have not studied Technology or Engineering at GCSE 
may study GCE Design & Technology if they have a good Key Stage 3 record in Technology and now want to 
re-join this pathway. 
 
 
General 
 
There will be a huge job growth in STEM fields over next few years. It is 
predicted that more than 100,000 new jobs and 600,000 vacancies in science, 
technology, engineering and maths (STEM) will be created in the United 
Kingdom between now and 2023.  
Technology & Design is open to students who have studied GCSE Technology & Design but 
it is also a pathway for those who have not studied GCSE. 
 
In August 2016 100% of our students gained A-C grades. 
 
Why should I study Technology? 
 
The world we live in is populated with products, some simple, some complex, which we make 
use of each day of our lives in a wide range of contexts. We use products to help us in our 
work, to relax, to communicate with each other and in practically every part of our existence. 
All of these have had to be designed from an initial idea or developed from an existing idea or 
product.  
 
STEM subjects (Science, Technology, Engineering and Science) offer a lot of choice for 
future careers especially for girls. Also importantly 
Technology & Design opens numerous local 3rd level degree courses, apprenticeships and job 
opportunities. 
 
Content 
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ALevel Technology & Design 

 
Is There Coursework? 
 
Coursework will contribute to 50% of the grade achieved. Similar in format to 
what pupils of Technology have experienced at GCSE. Scope in Year 14 to 
design and manufacture a product of personal interest. 
 

 
 
 
Is It For Me? 
 
Traditionally a male dominated area the job opportunities for females with a 
technology / engineering background are excellent.  
 
A qualification in Technology and Design can provide you with a basis for study in further or 
higher education in a wide range of disciplines such as engineering, product development and 
product design.  
 
The qualification could also be used as an entry route into an apprenticeship in a career such 
as engineering.  
 
The range of career options open to you is very wide due to the nature of GCE Technology 
and Design as it involves problem-solving, application of scientific principles to the design of 
products, the process of design itself and the use of materials and techniques such as 
computer-aided design. This can provide you with a useful basis for entry into careers such as 
product design, engineering, graphic design, teaching and architecture.  
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ALevel Technology & Design 

 
Progression 
While Technology & Design pathways are many both within Northern Ireland and further 
afield many pupils opt to study at home. Magee Campus of the University of Ulster offers a 
number of courses including: 
• Advertising 
• Computer Games Development 
• Design and Communication 
• Electronics & Computer Systems 
• Engineering  
• Nanotechnology, Advanced Materials and Bioengineering 
 
Letterkenny Institute of Technology offers a number of degrees – giving pupils the 
opportunity to remain at home and also currently fees for these courses are considerably 
lower than in the UK and NI. The courses include: 
• Graphic design 
• Product Design 
• Civil Engineering 
• Quantity Surveying 
• Architectural Technology 
• Electronic Engineering 
• Mechanical and Computer Engineering 
 
The North West Regional College also offers a wide variety of both Design and 
Engineering courses for students. Past students have continued their education on numerous 
engineering courses including in recent years biomedical, environmental and mechanical.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Emma graduated in 2016              Emer final year student 
Mechanical Engineering BEng (Hons)               Renewable Energy Engineering  BEng (Hons) 
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ALevel Software Systems Development 

 

Preferred Entry Requirements: 5 plus GCSE’s including Mathematics and English.  
Minimum grade B in both Mathematics and English. 
 
 
 
Content 
The GCE Software Systems Development specification is made up to two parts: AS and 
A2 students can choose to take the AS as a stand-alone qualification if they wish.  To get 
the full GCE students must complete both AS and A2.  There are two units for each part. 
 
 
 
In Unit AS 1 students adopt an object oriented approach to problem solving.  They 
develop their object oriented skills while learning to appreciate the benefits of developing 
applications in this type of environment. 
 
This unit is externally assessed through a two hour examination paper. 
 
 
 
 
In the Unit AS 2 students learn to implement and develop object oriented technologies in 
an event drive environment.  Students will have the opportunity to develop their own quiz 
or game using C# programming language.  In their portfolio of work, students must be 
able to state requirements and design, implement, test and evaluate their application.   
 
This unit is internally assessed.  
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ALevel Government and Politics 

Preferred Entry Requirements 
Grade B at GCSE Higher Tier English 
Grade C in Maths 
 
 Few subjects are as relevant to our everyday lives as Government and Politics. 
Government is the act of exercising authority or ruling. Politics is the process by which a 
community makes and changes the general rules under which its people live. It regulates 
competition for positions of leadership and helps to resolve conflicts.  Government and 
Politics is a challenging and rewarding subject that suits any student who is interested in 
people, power and fairness in society.  Studying Government and Politics gives students a 
real insight into the world in which they live. Students learn how the political decisions that 
affect our lives are made and who has the power and authority to make those decisions. 
They also develop valuable analytical and evaluation skills as they debate topical and 
controversial issues, form their own political opinions and study different ideological 
viewpoints. 
 
AS Government and Politics: 

 Why people vote 

 Electoral systems  

 UK political parties 

 Pressure groups 

 British Constitution 

 Parliament 

 Prime Ministers 

 Multi-level governance 
 
A2 Government and Politics: 

 Presidential elections 

 US Political parties  

 Voting behaviour 

 Pressure groups 

 US Constitution 

 US Congress 

 Presidency 

 The Supreme Court  
 
What type of jobs may this course lead to? 
Law, Journalism, Media, Teaching, Civil Service, Local Government, Business, Public 
Relations, Researcher. 
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BTEC Business and Finance 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: Desirable – Suitable achievement in GCSE Maths or 
Business Studies 
 
Examination Board: Pearsons 

 
This course, which is equivalent to one ALevel, includes six units of work to obtain the full 
qualification.  Grades awarded are Pass (E), Merit (C) or Distinction (A).  The specification 
has a core of four units which focus on financial services for individuals and businesses.  
Learners will appreciate how to organise their own finances in future stages of their lives.  
Opportunities will be made available to develop your personal learning and thinking skills and 
you will be able to apply these skills to your work. 
 
Unit 1: Financial Services 
Unit 2: Business Financial Performance 
Unit 3: Financial Services to Support Business 
Unit 4: Financial Services, Regulations, Ethics and Trends 
Unit 7: Business Environment 
Unit 9: Preparing for Career Progression in Business 

 

 

 

COPE 

Preferred Entry Requirements: Desirable – Suitable achievement in GCSE Maths or 
Business Studies 
 
Examination Board: Pearsons 

 
Learning takes place inside and outside the classroom and this course aims to recognise the 
importance or learning on personal development.  This course allows students to develop a 
range of skills including improving own learning, presentation, researching of tasks and 
problem solving.  Through planning and evaluation student’s learn how to evaluate their own 
performance and planning for future life.  These personal and employability skills allow 
students to give back their community and progress personally and receive official recognition 
for this.  This course is worth 16 UCAS points and most useful when a student is applying to 
a course that requires UCAS points. 
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BTEC Children’s  Care, Learning and Development   

 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 

5 GCSE’s or equivalents, including English Grade C  

 

Qualification 

Edexcel Level 3 BTEC National Certificate in Children’s Learning and Development. 
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BTEC Children’s  Care, Learning and Development   

Work Placement 

Learners are also required to undertake a total of 800 hours supervised work 

placement in a variety of educational settings, working with children from birth to 8 years. 

Professional practice is an essential component of the course.  

Assessment 
There are no written examinations in this course.  All units are assessed through 
coursework/ portfolio and completion of work placements.  Compulsory work placements 
are an essential element of the course. 

Is this for me? 

 Are you interested in opportunities to develop, practise and demonstrate your skills 

required for professional childcare and early years work?  

 Are you interested in working with children from birth to 8 years in a variety of 

settings?  

 Are you interested in a professional career in working with children? 

 

Children’s Learning is the subject is for you and for anyone for anyone with an interest in 

pursuing career in teaching, social work, crèche/childcare worker and many more. 

 

Career Progression 

• HND in Advanced Practice in Work with Children and Families.  

• Foundation Degree in Early Childhood Studies. 

• Level 3 Extended Diploma in Children's Care Learning and Development.  

• BA Early Childhood Studies. 

• BEd Primary Degree. 
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BTEC Entrepreneurship & Enterprise 

 
Preferred Entry Requirements: Desirable – Suitable achievement in GCSE Maths or 
Business Studies 
 
Examination Board: Pearsons 
 
 
Studying enterprise and entrepreneurship will support students to be confident in starting a 
business, in working innovatively in an organisation to support growth within it. 
 
 
 
This course consists of 2 units: 
 
Enterprise and Entrepreneurship (assignment based) 
 
This unit looks at the importance of both enterprise and entrepreneurship to the local and 
national economy. 
 
Developing pa Marketing Campaign (end of unit external assessment) 
 
In this unit leaners will complete a task which requires them to use their own research to 
produce a rationale and plan for a marketing campaign for existing products/services. 
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BTEC Health & Social Care 
 
 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 

Content  
 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Diploma in Health and Social Care consists of eight core units 
plus specialist units 

Core Units 

1. Developing Effective Communication in Health and Social Care 
2. Equality, Diversity and Rights in Health and Social Care 
3. Health, Safety and Security in Health and Social Care 
4. Development Through the Life Stages 
5. Fundamentals of Anatomy and Physiology for Health and Social Care 
6. Personal and Professional Development in Health and Social Care* 
7. Sociological Perspectives for Health and Social Care 
8. Psychological Perspectives for Health and Social Care 

 
Specialist Units 

9. Values and Planning in Social Care 
10. Caring for Children and Young People 
11. Supporting and Protecting Adults 
12. Public Health 
13. Physiological Disorders 
14. Woking in the Social Care Sector 

Assessment 

There are no written examinations in this course.  All units are assessed though 

coursework/ portfolio.  However written examinations are planned for future assessment 

of this qualification.  

Is this for me? 

This subject is useful for anyone with an interest in pursuing career as; domiciliary care 

worker; care assistant; crèche/childcare worker and many more… 
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BTEC Hospitality 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents including English Grade C. 
This is a level 3 qualification which provides comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of the Hospitality and Catering Industry as well preparing students with 
knowledge and skills. The course prepares learners for a career in the Hospitality and 
Catering Industry in various roles and has a huge focus on employability skills. Learners 
are involved with a range of trips and visits, guest speakers and also undertake relevant 
work experience.  
 

Content 
BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Hospitality consists of three mandatory units plus 
optional units that provide for a combined total of 360 guided learning hours (GLH) or 
60 credits for the completed qualification. 
 
Mandatory Units 

 The Hospitality Industry  

 Principles of Supervising Customer Service Performance in Hospitality, Leisure, Travel and 
Tourism  

 Providing Customer Service in Hospitality  
 
Specialist Units 

 Food and Drinks Service  

 European Food  

 Personal Selling and Promotional Skills for Hospitality  

 Planning and Managing a Hospitality Event  
 
Assessment 
There are no written examinations in this course.  All units are assessed through 
coursework/ portfolio and completion of work placements.   
 
Is this for me? 

 Would you like the opportunity to develop a range of  skills and techniques, personal 
skills and attributes essential for success performance in working life? 

 Would you like a career within the Hospitality Industry? 

 Would you like to study a degree in International Hospitality and Tourism 
Management or International Hospitality and Tourism Management? 
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BTEC IT 
 

Preferred Entrance Requirement 

Grade C or above in English and Maths 

 

The Btec level 3 Certificate is a work-related qualification suitable for a wide range of 

students, it is structured to accommodate the needs of employers and also allow 

progression to university, and it is broadly equivalent to one GCE AS Level.   The IT 

industry offers a wide range of motivating and challenging career opportunities, including 

networking, software development, project management, programming and IT Support. 

Students completing the course can progress to a university degree or Foundation Degree, 

to BTEC HNCs and HNDs, or to employment. 

Content 
The BTEC Level 3 Certificate consists of two core units plus specialist units.  

Core units  
Communication and Employability Skills for IT Computer Systems 

Examples of Specialist units 

 Information Systems  

 Impact of the Use of IT on Business Systems  

 Managing Networks  

 Software Design and Development  

 Organisational Systems Security  

 e-Commerce  

 Computer Networks  

 Communication Technologies  

 Systems Analysis and Design  

 IT Technical Support  

 IT Systems Troubleshooting and Repair  

 Event Driven Programming  

 Object Oriented Programming 
 
Assessment 
There are no written examinations in this course.   

Possible Careers: Computer Games Developer, Software Developer,  Network Manager,  
Programmer/ Developer, Web designer/ Developer,  Project Manager,  IT Technician,  
Graphic Designer, Data Analyst and much more… 
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BTEC Music 

 

Preferred Entry Requirements: 

Competent performers of minimum Grade 4/5 standard. Also at least a Grade B is 

required at GCSE. 

 
Course outline 
 
We will be offering an Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Music Performance. 
The BTEC is equivalent to A Level and therefore carries the same number of UCAS 
points. 
The main components of the course involve developing your own instrumental skills, 
planning musical events and performing in a variety of situations both as a soloist and in 
ensemble. 
 
Students are required to complete 6 units which must include one mandatory unit and 
either one or both specialist units:- 
 

 Music Performance Techniques (Mandatory Unit) 
 Solo Music Performance Skills (Specialist Unit) 
 Working and Developing as a Musical Ensemble (Specialist Unit) 

  
 
Optional units include:- 
 

 Aural Perception Skills 
 Classical Music in Practice 
 Composing Music 
 Improvising Music 
 Improvising Music in a Jazz Style 
 Marketing and Promotion in the Music Industry 
 Modern Music in Practice 
 Music Performance Session Styles 
 Music Project 
 Musical Theatre Performance 
 Studying Music from Around the World 
 The Sound and Music Industry 
 Singing Techniques and Performance 
 Special Subject Investigation 
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BTEC Sport 

 
Preferred Entrance Requirement 
5 GCSE’s or equivalents. Including English Grade C. 
 
The Edexcel BTEC Level 3 Subsidiary Diploma in Sport is a 60-credit and 360-guided-
learning-hour (GLH) qualification that consists of three mandatory units plus one 
mandatory specialist unit plus optional units that provide for a combined total of 60 credits 
(where at least 45 credits must be at level 3 or above).  
 
Content: Core Units 
Unit Mandatory units – all three units must be taken 
1 Principles of Anatomy and Physiology in Sport             
2 The Physiology of Fitness                         
3 Assessing Risk in Sport                      
 
Unit Mandatory specialist units – one unit must be taken from:     
7 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise                                                  
29 Principles and Practices in Outdoor Adventure                                
 
Unit Optional units  - two units must be taken from:    
4 Fitness Training and Programming         
5 Sports Coaching **                                                                                  
6 Sports Development                                                                                
7 Fitness Testing for Sport and Exercise ***                                            
8 Practical Team Sports *                                                                            
9 Practical Individual Sports *                                                                     
10 Outdoor and Adventurous Activities *                                                
11 Sports Nutrition                                                                                     
12 Current Issues in Sport                                                                           
13 Leadership in Sport **                                                                            
14 Exercise, Health and Lifestyle                                                                
15 Instructing Physical Activity and Exercise                                              
17 Psychology for Sports Performance                                                      
24 Physical Education and the Care of Children and Young People     
26 Work Experience in Sport                                                                     
27 Technical and Tactical Skills in Sport                                                     
28 The Athlete’s Lifestyle                                                                            
29 Principles and Practices in Outdoor Adventure ***                         
33 Skills for Land-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities             
34 Skills for Water-based Outdoor and Adventurous Activities    
39 Sports Facilities and Operational Management       
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BTEC Sport 
 

 
* Learners may select only one from Unit 8, Unit 9 or Unit 10 
 
** Learners may select only one of Unit 5 or Unit 13 
 
*** Learners may select, as an optional unit, whichever of Unit 7 or Unit 29 that was not 
taken as a mandatory specialist unit. 
 
 
 
Is this for me? 
 
These BTEC qualifications in Sport provide an introduction to the sector for learners 
looking to build a career in sport, within one of its occupational areas. These areas include 
careers in exercise and fitness, coaching and leadership, sports development and the 
outdoors. 
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BTEC Science 
 

Preferred Entry Requirements: 

Must have achieved a pass (CC) at Level 2 BTEC Science  

Science Specialism 

In March 2006 St. Mary’s College was one of the first colleges in Northern Ireland to be 
designated as a Science Specialist College. We use our specialist status to create a 
challenging environment which enhances the quality of teaching and learning. We build on 
proven strengths maintaining our reputation by: 

 Promoting the study of science at post-16 to increase participation rates in this field. 

 Offer a variety of pathways for all pupils in order for them to develop the skills needed 
to become active citizens in an ever changing world. 

 Participate as active partners in our local community sharing resources and expertise 
with them. 

 Provide enriched opportunities for our pupils by collaborating with Seagate, Sentinus, 
University of Ulster and others.  

 

Level 3 BTEC Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science 

 An alternative route for pupils in Years 13 and 14 is to study the Edexcel Level 3 BTEC 
Subsidiary Diploma in Applied Science. This course is assessed through portfolio work 
only (no examinations) and is equivalent to one A-Level. 

 Pupils can achieve a Pass (equivalent to a Grade E at A-Level), a Merit (Grade C at A-level) 
or a Distinction (Grade A at A-Level). 

 Topics covered include the work of a science technician and co-ordination of a scientific 
laboratory, working in the science industry including scientific practical techniques and 
physiology of Human Body Systems. 

 Pupils can continue their studies in Further Education by doing BTEC Higher Nationals in 
Science which can be a pathway to a University place or by proceeding directly to 
University. 
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New Horizons Programme 

 

 

The New Horizons programme at St Mary’s College is an educational programme offered 

in mainstream schooling.  The programme’s main aim is delivering support to statemented 

pupils with specific educational needs. 

 

The course will be flexible and varied.  It will include off site learning programme and 

“hands on” practice in a work environment as well as building up key skills, knowledge and 

experience. 

 

This course will also include developing “real life” skills that will be beneficial to the pupils 

in their future career choices as well as stepping stone into work and training placements. 

 

Work experience will range across different employment sectors and will include services, 

such as health and beauty to retail. 
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Careers 

Careers Education prepares every St. Mary’s student for the ever changing labour market.  As 
the demands of working life are changing, at St. Mary’s we aim to equip every student with the 
skills and know how to make effective choices about their courses and future career path. 
At St. Mary’s College, we strive to provide high quality Careers Education.  We aim to 
empower each girl with the ability to manage their own career development successfully.  We 
deliver a programme that meets the individual needs of the student and the wider community 
and economy. 
 
 
Post – 16 Careers 
Careers education plays an important role in both Year 13 and Year 14.  Each student has one 
dedicated lesson each week for careers.  They follow a programme of work that continues their 
career planning, target setting and careers research. 
In Year 13 all students will get the opportunity to experience a work placement in industry.  
This is an excellent opportunity to experience of the world of work in their chosen area and 
gives the student a real insight into their potential career. 
In Year 14, students are guided through the range of opportunities available to them in their 
chosen career path.  Students apply for Universities and Higher Education Colleges as well as 
further education colleges and apprenticeships.  Students are guided through the application 
process and provided with advice and assistance. 

 
Year 13 Topics Year 14 Topics 

Personal Career Planning Higher Education Options 

Using Pathfinder Review Personal Statements 

Skills and Qualities Audit Applying to UCAS 

Transferable Skills Interview Skills 

Occupation Research & LMI Further Education & CAO Applications 

Careers Choice Presentations HPAT & Interview Specific Preparation 

Changing Career Patterns Student Finance 

Progression Paths Student Life 

Interview Skills Job Hunting 

CVs & Work Experience Prep Making Course Choices 

Work Experience Evaluation Clearing & Post Results Service 

Higher Ed Course Research  

Personal Statement Preparation  

 
St. Mary’s also provides and extensive programme of guest speakers, industrial visits and 
careers events throughout the year.  Students have the opportunity to engage in events 
such as University talks and taster days, STEM career events, UCAS support and 
information sessions. 
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Occasions in the Sixth Form 

  

Prize-giving 
All of  the students from lower sixth and those students from upper sixth who have been 
nominated for awards are expected to attend prize-giving in full uniform. 

  

Formal 
It is proposed to host a formal in the students’ upper sixth year. This event will be held in 
the Autumn term and will be organized by the Student Leadership Team and School staff. 

  

Leavers' Mass 
This is the highlight of  the upper sixth year. Students and their parents are welcomed to 
attend. After Mass presentations will be made to students who have made a significant 
contribution to the life of  the school. 
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St. Mary’s College 
Criteria For Admission To Year 13 – August 2016  

 
Firstly in order to be eligible for admission into year 13 an applicant must have 
achieved the following: 
5 GCSE’s or equivalent, at Grade C or above. 
 
The Criteria For Each Pathway are Set Out Below. 
 
1.(a)  Level 3 pathway. (A’Level GCE’s) 
 
- Minimum of 5 GCSE’s at grade C or above.  
- Have a grade C or above in both English and Maths. (Grade D in one of these subjects 
may be considered on recommendation from the subject teacher.) 
-Have met the St. Mary’s attendance target and have a record of good behaviour, application 
to study and punctuality. 
*Three incident report forms or one suspension in years 11 and 12 will be considered as 
evidence that this criterion has not been met.  
 
 
1.(b)  Level 3 pathway. (Applied GCE’s) 
 
- Minimum of 5 GCSE’s at grade C or above.  
- Have a grade C or above in both English and Maths. (Grade D in one of these subjects 
may be considered on recommendation from the subject teacher.) 
-Have met the St. Mary’s attendance target and have a record of good behaviour, application 
to study and punctuality. 
*Three incident report forms or one suspension in years 11 and 12 will be considered as 
evidence that this criterion has not been met. However, your application may be considered 
by a member of the Senior Management Team. 
 
 
1.(c) Level 3 pathway. (BTEC) 
  
-A minimum of 5 GCSE’s or equivalent to follow a BTEC First National Level 3 course/ 
Vocational Level 3 Course. 

- Have a grade C or above in English or Maths. (Grade D in one of these subjects 
may be considered on recommendation from the subject teacher.) 

- Have met the St. Mary’s attendance target and have a record of good behaviour, 
application to study and punctuality. 
*Three incident report forms or one suspension in years 11 and 12 will be considered as 
evidence that this criterion has not been met. However your application may be considered 
by a member of the Senior Management Team.Must satisfy the individual subject 
recommendations in order to study that subject at A’ Level / Applied A’ Level. 
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2. Then if there are more pupils eligible than there are places available, places will be 
allocated in the following order: 
Applicants with the highest GCSE score – an applicant’s GCSE score being calculated on the 
basis of GCSE results as follows: 
 

GCSE’s / Applied GCSE’s Vocational Courses 

A* = 58 Points  Distinction = 40 Points 

A = 52 Points  Merit = 34 Points 

B = 46 Points  Pass = 28 points 

C = 40 Points  

D = 34 points  

E = 28 Points  

F = 22 points  

G = 16 Points  

U = O Points  

 
In the event of a tie, priority shall be established by random selection. 
 
*** Each applicant along with Parents/Guardians must sign and adhere to the Sixth 
Form Learning Agreement.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



45 
 

 
St. Mary’s College 

Criteria For Any Extra Places Made Available By The Department of Education For 
Admission Into Year 13 (Sixth Form) 

 
The Department of Education may, in response to a request from a school, increase the 
number of pupils that the school can admit to its year 13. Places that become available in this 
way shall be allocated only to pupils who meet the basic eligibility criteria for sixth form study 
and shall be allocated in the order determined by the criteria to be applied in the order set 
down. 

 
 

a. Pupils who have most recently completed year 12 in St. Mary’s College. 
 
 
b. Pupils who have most recently completed year 12 at an 11 – 16 school. 
 
 
c. Pupils from another school where admission to an extra place at St. Mary’s  
                        College has been agreed by the Department Of Education. 
 
 
 
*Parents should note how the Department of Education will, in response to St. Mary’s 
College request increase the school’s enrolment number in order to allow extra post – 16 
pupils to enrol. DE will only increase the school’s enrolment number if it is content that each 
external pupil for whom a place is requested would not be able to pursue their post -16 -
course choices at a suitable school without undertaking an unreasonable journey (i.e. a journey 
that by public transport would be over an hour from where the young person lives). If DE 
finds that no other suitable school may provide all of the post-16-courses that the pupil 
wishes to pursue- then DE will agree a school’s request for an extra place. 
 
What is a school of a type that is suitable for a pupil? To determine this, DE first 
considers all schools to be one of 4 types: (i) denominational (ii) non-denominational 
(iii)Integrated; and Irish-medium. A school requesting an extra place for a post-16 pupil will 
belong to one of these 4 types and DE will consider any other school from this same type as 
suitable for the pupil. DE will also consider as suitable for the pupil any school of the same 
type as that attended by the child in year 12. 
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Sixth Form Learning Agreement/Registration Form 2017/2018 
 

 

The Student Learning Agreement is intended to give students a clear understanding of 

what they can expect from St. Mary’s College Sixth Form, and what will be expected from 

them in return.   

The basic aims of the sixth form are: 

 To foster the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of all students, 
both as individuals and as members of society, and thus to seek to realise each student’s 
full potential in all areas of school life 

 To prepare all students to approach positively and confidently the opportunities,      
responsibilities and experiences of adult life. 
 

: St. Mary’s College will provide 

 A programme of courses that is delivered by suitably qualified and effective members of 
staff using appropriate facilities and resources.  

 A friendly, caring, supportive environment.  
 Teachers, who monitor your progress, provide guidance and assistance in setting targets 

for improvement.  
 The provision of structured guidance for the use of private study time, including the 

regular setting and marking of formal work to be tackled during private study time.  
 Support in developing good study skills and coping with stress.  
 Support for any special needs you may have.  
 The opportunity to take part in leisure and extra-curricular activities.  
 A careers programme suited to your needs with access to expert careers advice.  
 The acknowledgement and recording of personal achievement.  
 At least one opportunity each year for your parents/guardians to come into school to 

discuss your progress.  
 Regular assessment each year as appropriate.  

In return, we expect you to: 

 Be determined to make the most of your time in the Sixth form.  
 Accept responsibility for your own learning with the support of your subject teachers 

Form tutors and Head of Year.  
 Attend all timetabled lessons and revision sessions 
 Ensure that any/all coursework submitted is entirely your own work. Plagiarism will 

result in loss of Grades and possible removal from the course of study. 
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 Agree to behave in a positive and responsible manner when using the school networks, 
just as you would when using any other information source. Unacceptable use of the 
internet will result in access being denied. 

 Respect the individual rights of all members of the school community and behave 
according to the school Code of Conduct including schools in Foyle Learning 
Community.  

 Mobile phone use is not permitted in school. 
 Contribute to all aspects of school life including compulsory attendance at: 

o Prize Giving     14th, 15th or 16th September 2016 
o Open Day     14th January 2017 
o Catholic Schools Mass (Y13 Only) 
o Leavers Mass (Y14 only)  TBC 

 If you are not well enough to attend school, you or a family member, must telephone 
the office first thing in the morning to report your absence. On the day of your return, 
you will be required to provide a written note signed by your parent/guardian, clearly 
detailing the reason for the absence. This should be returned to Mrs McCool. Should 
the need arise, the school will telephone  parents/guardians to verify any absences. 

 If you are late for school you must sign in on the daily book at the front office. All 
absences and lates are logged and reported to parents. 

 You must attend ALL timetabled lessons, Form time and assemblies.  
 As a member of St. Mary’s Sixth Form you are viewed as a senior member of the 

school, and are therefore expected to set an example for younger pupils. 
 School sanction may be given for unacceptable behaviour and missed deadlines. 

 
Study  
 
 All coursework deadlines must be met and homework assignments completed on time. 

If you experience any problems with meeting a deadline you must discuss this initially 
with your subject teacher. This may be referred to your Form tutor and in more serious 
cases your Head of Year. 

 Subject teachers will guide you on the expected amounts of private study time you will 
need to spend on each subject. A guide would be a minimum of 2-3 hours of extra 
study per subject per week. 

 You will be issued with a Sixth Form Diary in September which is compulsory to use 
for coursework and homework planning. It will be looked at on a regular basis by your 
form teacher. You will need to take this to every lesson. An important skill you need to 
develop in order for you to be successful at sixth form study is one of time 
management, and the recording of subject requirements and deadlines will help you in 
this direction. 
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Progression  
 
It is important for you to understand that you will only be deemed eligible to progress to a 
further year of sixth form study if you have completed the previous year’s courses 
satisfactorily and your conduct and attendance has been appropriate.  
 
You will be in breach of this agreement if: (this list is not exhaustive)  
 

 You persistently arrive late for school  

 Your daily attendance is unsatisfactory  

 Your attendance to individual lessons is unsatisfactory  

 You fail to keep to the agreed deadlines as set by your subject teachers  

 You leave the school site, without permission, during lesson time  

 You are rude/disrespectful to a member of staff.  

 You do not wear the correct uniform (this includes no make-up, nail varnish, hair 
colour).  

 
As a student in the Sixth Form at St. Mary’s College I have read these regulations 

and I agree to abide by them.   

 

I understand that non-compliance with the agreement may result in my place in the 

Sixth Form being withdrawn. 
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E.M.A. (Education Maintenance Allowance) 
 

The Education Maintenance Allowance is a Government funded scheme providing 
financial support for 16-19 year olds who are continuing with their education at schools or 
further education colleges. 
It is a means-tested weekly allowance, paid fortnightly, according to a student’s attendance. 
 
£20,500 or below (Annual Household) £30 pw 
 
Between £20,501 and £22,500 and at least one other dependent eligible for child benefit in your 
household other than you.    
    
£22,501 or above                          No entitlement pw 
 
Pupils only receive an EMA if they attend ALL the sessions for which they are required to 
register. 
St. Mary’s College have the discretion to authorise certain absences. Where an absence is 
authorised, the pupil is entitled to receive the EMA payment in the same way as if she had 
attended, assuming that there are no further unauthorised absences for that week. 
An absence is defined as non-attendance at: 
a) Registration – am/pm 
b) Class 
c) Sixth Form. 
An absence is deemed unauthorised unless proven otherwise. It is the responsibility of the 
pupil to provide a reason in writing as to why the absence should be authorised. 
If the absence was known in advance, pupils must have applied in writing for an authorised 
absence before the event from the Head of Sixth Form. The written countersigned 
application must then be taken to the Attendance Officer where all proof of authorised 
absences will be retained for external audit. 
Any decisions on withholding payment will be made by the Head of Sixth Form/Principal. 
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What Next?  
 
 

How do I make a decision? 
 
Over the last few months, we have emphasised the importance of knowledge and 
information in the decision-making process. 

 Do you intend to choose A’ Levels (GCEs), Applied A’ Levels  (AGCEs) or a mixture 
of courses? 

 Would you like to go to university after school? 

 Would you like to attend a college, or become part of the labour force? 

 Do you have a career in mind? 
Most pupils will base their decisions on the simple fact of life, they will choose a course 
that they enjoy. 
No one can predict the future, so a balance of courses is recommended, and we hope that a 
large percentage will choose a variety of courses to avoid disappointment in the future. 
 
Are some courses more valuable than others? 
The most important aspect of present-day education is to provide a skilled and well-trained 
workforce for business and industry.  The courses on offer, without question, provide all 
the necessary skills and training to allow pupils to choose a successful career. 
 
 
  
 Who will advise me?  
 

 The Subject teacher or Head of Department - a mine of relevant information on the 
contents of courses, assessment, coursework, and if the course is suitable for the pupil. 

 Head of Year - experienced in the process of decision-making, and able to foresee 
problems. 

 Careers Officer - every pupil in Year 12 has the right to ask for a Careers Interview with 
the officer assigned to the School. 
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What part can parents / guardians play?  
 

 Parents and guardians know the children best and therefore have a key role to play in 
the decision making process.   

 Research has shown that most children will turn to their parents for advice and support 
during this period in their lives. 
 

 
How do I apply? 
 
To apply to Sixth Form at St Mary’s College, pupils must complete an application 
form/options form.  Interviews will take place on the day of GCSE results in August 2017. 
All applicants must attend. 
 
 
  
BEFORE YOU CHOOSE, REMEMBER... 
 

 Choose wisely.  Do not close any doors without good reason  

 Everybody needs a healthy balance of courses. 
  
 
 

 
“Learning Today for the World of Tomorrow”  
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Sixth Year School Uniform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
  

Girls Uniform 

 Navy Pinafore 

 Black Leather Shoes 

 Royal Blue Jumper 

   Shirt 

 Sixth Form Tie 

 Royal Blue Blazer with 
School Crest 
 

Available from Fergusons Fashions, Max 
Fashions and Kular. 
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