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Prepare for Success 
 
Good planning, preparation and time management is the key to examination success.  Before you 

begin studying make sure that you have everything you need.  Revision is only possible if you have 

good notes, the correct books and a list of topics to be revised for each subject.   

Organise and Prioritise 
 Make a list of the topics to be revised for each subject. 

 Rearrange the list of topics into order of importance. 

 Start with the topics that you know the least.   

 Take care not to spend more time of the subjects you like and then neglect the ones that you 

don’t like so much. 

 Arrange your notes, use dividers with a separate section for each subject. 

 Create a Study Timetable and stick to it. 

  

I will 

study 

and  

I will 

win! 
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Blank Study Timetable 
 

A study timetable is vital for success.  It is important to have a structured approach to your revision 

because it means you can be sure of covering everything you need in the time available.  When 

creating your timetable make sure that you have a healthy balance between your studies, hobbies and 

activities you may have and relaxation time.  The best timetables are realistic and flexible.  

 Write down important dates and events that you cannot change 

 Study blocks should be 1 hour maximum, then have a break 

 Try to make your study as regular as possible 

 Write down the subject that you are going to study in each section. 
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Top tips for Assessment Success 
 

 Find a good study environment with no distractions 

 Put your mobile phone in another room during your study session 

 Follow your study timetable 

 Always make your own revision notes 

 Know your areas of strength and weakness and mix them up on your timetable 

 Use a range of revision techniques in order to prevent boredom and to enhance success 

 Make summary notes – LOOK – SAY – COVER – WRITE – CHECK 

 Use diagrams and mind maps to help with learning 

 Set yourself a specific goal for each study session – “By the end of this session I hope to have 

learnt…” 

 Test yourself 

 Stay focussed, don’t just make notes on everything, stick to the important stuff 

 Have short breaks to relax and exercise in between revision sessions 

 Keep a good stock of paper, pens and other stationery 

 Get a good night’s sleep 

 Eat well and keep hydrated 
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How to study 
 
There are a wide variety of different techniques that you can use to help you remember your work. 

One thing is for certain, simply just reading your notes will not help you to remember. You need to be 

active in the way you revise. Try putting some of the following techniques into practise:  

 

Read the information you want to learn then cover it up and try and summarise in writing what you 

have just read. Then re-read your original notes again and compare to what you have written. Keep 

doing this until you get it right.  

Read books rather than the internet as you run the risk of being distracted on the internet  

Create podcasts, record yourself reading notes on a topic and listen back 

Group Revision create a study group with friends and test each other’s knowledge 

Revision Cards: Write a set of these – one for each topic you are studying. On them list all the key facts 

and information you need to know. Use colour to highlight different sections. 

Past papers are a must – go through one then mark using the mark scheme to assess how you did  

Stick posters, post it notes or big notes on your bedroom wall   

Make up rhymes to help you remember key facts  

Create mind maps  

Create mnemonics – this is the use of any technique that helps you retain information common 

applications include acronyms and short poems or phrases  

Short phrases or poems – e.g. ‘Richard Of York Gave Battle In Vain’ is used to remember the colours of 

the rainbow  

Acronyms take the first letter of a phase or word e.g. USA for United States of America  

 

  



Saint Mary’s College Derry 

7 | P a g e    
 

 
Subject Revision Lists 
 
Art 

Subject Art and Design  

Year 9 

  
Topics 

  
Celtic Art work 

         Illuminated script 

         Personal storytelling through illustrations  
  

Colour Theory 

         Colour Theory development 

         Painting mixing and texture creation 
  

Jean Miro 

         Knowledge of work and style 

         Surrealism movement 

         Sculpture in surreal style 
  
Portrait Illustrations 

         Create portraits in line art 

         Emulate Nikki Farquharson style and research career 

         Careers research on Agnes Cecile and emulate style 

         Florian Nicole style portrait and careers link 
  

  

  
Assessment 
Details 

  
100% Continuous Assessment 

  
Resources 

  
All available on Shared Documents 

  
Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

  

         Come prepared to class 

         Spend 1 hour on Art homework every week.  

         Develop your drawing, shading, painting skills as a hobby in new 
artist style 

         Use internet to research specific techniques and visual stimulus 
  

  
Resources 
needed for 
all classes 

  
Sketchpad, HB and 2B pencils, Set of colouring pencils, Rubber, Sharpener 
and a Ruler.  Water colour paints and straws.  
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English 
Subject English 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

Personal Writing: Writing an article for the school magazine. 
Paragraphs 
Topic sentences 
Punctuation: Capital letters, full stops, commas, apostrophe, exclamation 
marks, ellipsis, dash, brackets. 
Openings and conclusions 
Interesting vocabulary: adjectives, verbs, adverbs, similes, metaphors. 

Assessment 
Details 

100% Assessment 

Resources English Exercise Book 

Types of 
Questions 

This assessment will test your writing skills and your ability to organise and 
write a magazine article. There will be one writing question. 

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Plan your answer 

 Bullet point or mind map the focus of each paragraph 

 Use paragraphs 

 Write an interesting opening which will grab the attention of 
the audience 

 Write an interesting conclusion 

 Vary the way you begin your sentences. Do not begin all 
sentences with “I” 

 Write different lengths of sentences 

 Use a variety of punctuation 

 When you are writing your article, imagine other students in 
the school reading it. Make it interesting and informative for 
them. 

 Think about school trips/events you have experienced while 
a student at St. Mary’s College. 

 Use interesting adjectives and verbs to describe your 
experience. 

 Describe for the readers where you went, what you did, who 
was with you, who you met and what made the trip 
memorable for you. 

 Spend 10 minutes checking your writing at the end of the 
exam. 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Blue or Black pen. 

Useful 
Websites 

BBCBitesize/KS3English 
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Geography 

Subject Geography 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

 The Environment 

 Weathering and Erosion 

 Industries 

Assessment 
Details 

100% Examination 

Resources Year 9 Green Interactions Geography Text book / photocopies 
Geography  Exercise Book 

Types of 
Questions 

There will be a range of questions from short answer, multiple choice, fill in the 
blanks, label diagrams, longer questions to assess understanding and analysis.   

Detailed 
content of 
exams to 
ensure 
success 

• Meanings of key terms – renewable resource, non-renewable resource, 
recycling, global warming, primary industries, secondary industries, 
tertiary industries, multinational company, weathering, source, river 
channel, load, river bed, mouth, river banks 

• Arguments for and against wind farms 
• Be able to sort different types of energy into renewable and non- 

renewable e.g. coal, oil, gas and nuclear are non-renewable energy. 
Wind, geothermal, water, wave, tidal are renewable Examples of 
renewable and non-renewable resources. 

• Know examples of products that can be recycled e.g. paper, glass, plastic 
• Know ways of conserving/ saving energy e.g. switch off lights, walk/ cycle 

instead of using a car, use public transport e.g. buses, showers instead of 
a bath, always have a full load of clothes on washing machine etc 

•  Be able to explain how burning fossil fuels causes global warming 
• Be able to sort different jobs into primary (farming, fishing, coal miner), 

secondary (work in a factory, bakery) and tertiary (provides a service e.g. 
a dentist, teacher, hair dresser)  

•  Know 4 types of weathering 
•  Draw and label a diagram for freeze-thaw weathering or onion skin 

weathering or chemical weathering 
• Know what each of the following landforms look like spit, waterfall, 

meander 
• Know how a stack is formed 
• Know how a waterfall is formed. 
• Know why does erosion happen on the outside of a river bend (river is 

flowing faster, as it is deeper and has more energy.) 
• Why does deposition happen on the inside of a river bend (river is 

flowing slower, as it is shallower and has less energy.) 
 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Blue or black pen, pencil, colouring pencils, ruler and eraser. 
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History 
Subject History 

Year 9 

 
Key Words – Know your Key Words 

 

Detailed 
content of 
exams to 
ensure 
success 

 
 Understand and be able to explain the M.A.I.N. causes of World War One:  

Know about Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism and Nationalism – what each 
factor was and how it led to World War One. 
 

 Understand how the assassination of Franz Ferdinand led to World War 
One.  Know why he was assassinated. 

 
 Be able to explain why the First World War happened using all of the 

causes. 
 

 Understand why people joined the army in 1914. 
 

 Understand the ways the government tried to persuade men to join the 
army. 

 
 Know what conscription was and why it was introduced. 

 
 Be able to explain what conditions in the Trenches were like.  Know what 

trenches were.  Be able to explain each of the following: trench-foot, 
boredom, weather conditions, hygiene, home-sickness, over the top. 

 

 Explain how woman’s lives changed during World War One. 
 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Blue or black pen, pencil, colouring pencils, ruler and eraser. 
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Home Economics 

Subject Home Economics 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

1. Family – be able to name the different groups such as single; extended; 

nuclear; etc. name the different needs such as love, food, clothing, 

shelter etc  

2. Emotional Development – know the different emotions you may feel 

e.g. excitement, sadness, worry etc…and the situations linked to certain 

emotions, e.g. as being told off for not having a homework completed – 

you might feel annoyed or disappointed or embarrassed etc. 

 

3. Discipline – Why it is important – to keep you safe, secure and pleasant 

to be around; how to encourage good behaviour – set a good example 

yourself, don’t expect too much, be consistent; praise when possible, 

don’t be too strict. The results of poor discipline – child or others may 

get hurt; people may not want to be around you, bad manners and no 

control in your life. 

 

4. Food Processor – Uses – to chop, blend, puree, whisk, beat mixtures. 

Advantages – quick, saves time and energy, may do a better job. 

Disadvantages – expensive to buy, it’s a large item to store, it’s tricky to 

get properly clean. 

 

5. Queen Cakes – method – beat sugar and margarine until light & 

creamy, add beaten egg and flour – beat thoroughly. Links to dietary 

problems – high in fat and sugar. How to improve the nutritional 

content – use margarine instead of butter as it is polyunsaturated not 

saturated, add in some wholemeal flour to raise the fibre content. How 

to check if they are baked – they look risen and golden brown – light 

and springy to touch. 
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6. Salt/sodium – uses in the body – to prevent muscle cramps. How much 

each day – 5grams no more. Problems with too much salt – high blood 

pressure – strokes and heart attack. 

 

7. Bar Code on products – uses – to identify the price, the type of item, 

the weight of the item. 

 

8. Obesity – causes – lack of daily activity, eating too many high calorie 

foods such as fatty and sugary foods, some medicines such as steroids. 

Foods linked to obesity – foods containing a high level of fat and foods 

containing a high level of sugar. Conditions linked to obesity – type 2 

diabetes, arthritis, heart disease, depression and varicose veins.  

 

9. Healthy Lifestyle – how to attain one – follow dietary guidelines such as 

the ‘eat-well’ guide and the ‘dietary goals’; have daily activity, do not 

smoke, do not abuse alcohol, have a good night’s sleep, try to avoid 

stress.  The BMI chart is used by health practitioners such as your GP to 

work out how much body fat you are carrying – there are different 

scores - obese, overweight, normal, underweight – you get a BMI score 

based on a calculation of your height and weight – you should fall into 

the normal category otherwise you are in the danger zones.  

 

10. Supermarkets – methods used to shift goods quickly – the use of music, 

placement of products on the shelves, bargains/special offers, 

friendly/helpful staff, smell of baked goods. 

 

11. Packaging – materials used – cardboard, foil, plastic, stainless steel, 

aluminium, paper. Properties of the various types of packaging – to 

keep products: dry, moist, warm, free from dust, airtight, out of the 

light etc.  

 

Assessment 
Details 

100% Examination 
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Resources Year 9 Home Economics booklet- on your device. 
HE Exercise Book 

Types of 
Questions 

There will be a range of questions from short answer, fill in the blanks, label 
diagrams, source question, longer questions to assess understanding and 
analysis.   

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Learn your revision booklet 

 Create mind maps for the key topic areas to aid memory 

 Good luck and everything you need for the Exam is in your Home 
Economics booklet on your device so make sure that you make 
good use of it. 

 The report and the longer type questions will help you gain higher 
marks to get an A grade.   

 Make sure that you know what each question is worth e.g. 10 
Marks, develop your answer to make sure you have made enough 
points to gain full marks.   

 If a question is worth 1 mark a very short sentence or one or two 
words if appropriate will be enough to gain the mark.   

 If you are not sure how to answer a question move on and go back 
to it as you may jog your memory as you work through your paper. 

 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Blue or black pen, (preferably black as this is good practice for official 
exams) pencil, colouring pencils/pens, ruler and eraser . 

Useful 
Websites 

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/ 
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/ 

  

https://www.nutrition.org.uk/
http://www.foodafactoflife.org.uk/
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ICT 

Subject ICT 

                           Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

Programming  
Computer Crime and Cyber Security 
Databases 

Assessment 
Details 

100% Online Examination 
 

Resources Year 9 ICT Fronter Room 
Shared Documents 
Year 9 Summer Revision Booklet 
 

Types of 
Questions 

There will be different types of questions ranging from short answer, multiple 
choice and longer questions to assess understanding and analysis.    

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Learn your revision booklet 

 Make sure that you revise Database Keywords (use your revision 
booklet to help)  

 Make sure that you can identify key tools in Kodu and what they are 
used for.  

 Make sure that you can explain what a program/programming is. 

 Understand key terms used in programming, for example, “Sequence” 
and “Variable”. 

 Revise all of the key words relating to Computer Crime and Cyber 
Security. These are all listed in your Year 9 revision booklet. 

 Understand the key issues regarding Health and Safety and ICT 

 The longer type questions will help you gain higher marks. Add lots of 
detail and include relevant keywords in your answers. 

 Create mind maps for the key topic areas to aid memory 

 Do not leave anything out, attempt all questions. 
 Good luck! 

 

Useful 
Websites 

Year 9 Fronter room 
Shared Documents 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/ict/history_impact_ict/esafety/revision/1/ 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zswnb9q/revision 
 
 
 

  

http://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/ks3/ict/history_impact_ict/esafety/revision/1/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zswnb9q/revision
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Maths 

Subject Maths 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

Test based on work covered from September to now. 
This will include Chapters 1 to 14 

Assessment 
Details 

1 hr 

Resources Text book and exercise book 

Types of 
Questions 

Range from: short to long and easy to hard 
Some require very little reading while others may need to be read 2 or 3 
times. 

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

Always show working out – even when using a calculator 
Check answers at end for carless mistakes 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Pencil, Ruler, Pen, Calculator (possibly), Protractor (possibly) 

Useful 
Websites 

Mymaths.co.uk (Username – stmaryscollege, Password – square) 

 

PE 
PE is a practical assessment and will be based on performance in Athletics, preparation for PE and 

participation in class.  
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Modern Languages 

Timescale  Topic Year 9 

 
September 

Time Revision   
Modern Languages 

Department 
 

Mrs McVey     T55    G047 
Ms Callaghan  T51    G049 
Mrs Devlin      T23     G046 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Study guidance: 
 
*Learn new vocab and oral 
responses nightly 
*Speak out loud when learning 
oral work 
*Create sound files to support 
your learning 
*Aim to avoid repeating same 
errors in your work by 
addressing corrections/ 
comments given 
*NEVER use 
online 
translators 
*Catch up on  
missed work  
at your  
earliest  
opportunity 
 

Daily Routine 

(Activities at Home & Housework) 

 
October 

School Subjects 

Opinions & Justifications on School Subjects 

Assessment 1  

Halloween 

 
November 

Hobbies 
Games & Sports 

Winter Oral Exam 

 
December 

Musical Instruments 

TV  

Winter Listening , Reading & Writing  Exams 

Christmas 

 
January 

Review & Target Setting 

Family & Jobs  

February Food & Drink 

Mid-term 

 
March 

Clothes 

Opinions & Justifications on Clothing Items 

School Uniform 

Seachtain na Gaeilge  

April Places in Town 

Summer Oral 

Easter 

May Directions  

Summer Listening Exam 

 
June 

Year 9 Review   

 Summer Reading & Writing Exams 

Cross Curricular Skills Task 
Photo Story 3 Presentation 

Online support: 
www.echalk.co.uk  –                   username: stmaryscollege                  password: echalk 
www.atantot-extra.co.uk  -        username: stmaryscollege                  password: 8710 
www.languagesonline.org.uk  – FREE 
digitaldialects.com – FREE 
www.memrise.com  - FREE 
www.ccea.org.uk - FREE 

  

http://www.echalk.co.uk/
http://www.atantot-extra.co.uk/
http://www.languagesonline.org.uk/
http://www.memrise.com/
http://www.ccea.org.uk/
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Music 

Subject MUSIC 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

The Musical 
West- Side Story 
The Opera 
Carmen 
Lengths of Notes  

Assessment 
Details 

100% Listening Exam- held during Music Class 

Resources Music Exercise Book and Manuscript Book 
Revision notes 

Types of 
Questions 

There will be a range of questions including questions which will be based 
on listening to extracts of Set Works studied in class. Types of questions will 
include filling in missing words, short answer questions  and longer 
questions to assess musical listening skills. 

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Study all revision notes carefully. 

 Listen to the Toreador`s March from Carmen.  

 Listen to the different set pieces from West -Side Story. 

 Know the brief outline of the story of West-Side Story. 

 Know the composers of these two pieces of music and their 
nationalities. 

 Make sure you know what an Overture is. 

 Learn the names and lengths of different types of notes and be able 
to draw these. 

 Make sure to write full sentences and develop your answers in the 
longer listening questions. 

 Good luck and revise carefully! Ask your class teacher to explain 
anything you are unsure of. 
 
 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Pen , pencil and rubber and good listening skills!! 
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Religious Studies 
Subject Religious Studies 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

Passion Death and Resurrection of Jesus 
The Ten Commandments 
Moral Decisions 
Moses 
Saint Luke 
The Origins of the Universe 
The Stages of Creation 
Care for the Environment 

Assessment 
Details 

100% Examination 

Resources Year 9 Religious Studies Revision booklet 
RE Exercise Book 

Types of 
Questions 

There will be a range of questions from short answer, multiple choice, fill in 
the blanks, label diagrams, longer questions to assess understanding and 
analysis.    

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Learn your revision booklet 

 Create mind maps for the key topic areas to aid memory 

 Make sure that you know the names of the days of Holy Week and 
the events that took place on each day. 

 Make sure that you are know the 10 Commandments and how they 
can be applied to Moral Dilemmas.   

 Revise the different sections of Saint Luke Gospel and the different 
types of Miracles. 

 Make sure that you know the stages of Creation and the theories 
surrounding the origins of the Universe. 
Be aware of the different ways in which people can care for the 
Environment. 

 Good luck and everything you need for the Exam is in your Revision 
booklet so make sure that you make good use of it. 

 The longer type questions will help you gain higher marks to get an 
A grade.   

 Spend time on the longer evaluation and analysis questions. 

 Make sure that you know what each question is worth e.g. 5 Marks, 
develop your answer to make sure you have made enough points to 
gain full marks.   

 If a question is worth 1 mark a very short sentence or one or two 
words if appropriate will be enough to gain the mark.   

 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Blue or black pen, pencil, ruler and eraser.  

Useful 
Websites 

RE Department Fronter Room 
www.Biblegateway.com 
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Science 
Subject Science 

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

Breathing –why do we breathe – Page 4 
The equation for respiration– Page 4      (Higher Paper only)   
The parts of the Breathing system– Page 6 
Making a model Breathing system – Page 7 
The gases in air – Page 8 
The lung – Page 12 
Smoking – Page 14 
Different types of Nutrient – Page 16 
Food Tests – Pages 18, 20, 21. 22 
Teeth – Pages 23-24 
The Digestive System – Page25 
Enzymes – Pages 26-27                       (Higher Paper only) 
Model Digestive System – Page 29      (Higher Paper only)  
Forces- what are they – Pages 32-34 
Friction – Pages 35-41 
Floating and Sinking – Page 42-43          (Higher Paper only)   
Resultant Forces – Page 45-46 
Weight and Mass – Pages 47-48            (Higher Paper only)   
Solids, Liquids and Gases – Page 51 
Properties of Solids, Liquids and Gases – Pages 52-53 
Expansion of solids, liquids and gases – Pages 55-56 
Changes of State – Pages 57-58 
Density – Pages 59-60                            (Higher Paper only)   
Diffusion – Page 63                                 (Higher Paper only)   
Dissolving – Page 64 
Speeding up Dissolving – Pages 66-68 
Finding out Density – Pages 69-70            (Higher Paper only)   
Magnets – Pages 74-80 
Magnetic Fields – Page 81 
Electromagnets – Pages 82-84 
Circuits symbols – Page 85 
Simple Series circuits – Page 86 
Parallel Circuits – Page 89                      (Higher Paper only)   
The 3-pin plug- Page 91 
Static Electricity – Pages 92 – 96     (Higher Paper only) 
How animals adapt – Page 98, 103 
Filed Study Equipment – Page 101  
Hibernation and Migration – Pages 105-106 
Food Chains and Food Webs – Pages 107-115                                                                                 
Keys – Pages 116-121                                            (Higher Paper only)                               
Predator-Prey Diagrams – Page 122                     (Higher Paper only)   

Assessment 
Details 

Written Test  Duration: 1 hour 

Resources Science Text book – Page numbers are included in the list above – Good 
Luck 
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Technology & Design 
 

Subject Technology and Design  

Year 9 

Revision 
Topics 

 Health & Safety (signs, colours and types). 
 Recycled Bird Feeder – recycling plastic, polystyrene, vacuum 

forming – labelling machine and know the stages, hand drill.   
 Joining materials together – PVA, liquid Tensol cement, nuts and 

bolts etc.  
 Mood Light – electronics (battery, toggle switch, resistor, LED), laser 

cutter, acrylic, liquid Tensol cement.   
 Soldering – safety, tools used. 
 Trinket Box – pine, mahogany, pillar drill, forstner bit, coping saw, 

wooden mallet, band facer, finishing wood 
 How to set the depth stop on the pillar drill.   
 Types of files. 
 Hot wire strip bender.   
 CAD – Solidworks, advantages & disadvantages of Computer Aided 

Design.   
 Converting cm to mm.   
 The laser cutter – Materials it can cut and engrave.  
 Examples of Hardwoods, softwoods and manufactured boards.  
 Design question.  

Assessment 
Details 

1 hour  - Approximately 30 questions including a design question. 

Resources Exercise book and practical products which have been taken home 

Types of 
Questions 

Short answer, Sketching and Design Question 

Top Tips to 
be 
successful 

 Don’t miss timetabled classes as you will be revising with your 
teacher – ask your teacher for help if you don’t understand a topic 

 Revise topics above at home also 
 Read all questions carefully 
 Attempt all questions 
 Sketch carefully 
 Keep an eye on your time and make sure to finish the paper 
 Keep calm and do your best 

Resources 
needed for 
the Exam 

Pen, pencil, ruler, rubber, colouring pencils. 

Useful 
Websites 

Fronter resources & shared documents (including photographs)  
www.technologystudent.comBBC Bitesize 

http://www.technologystudent.com/

