
GCSE Digital Technologies  

 

 

Skills assessed by controlled assessment 
• investigating and analysing problems; 
• designing effective solutions; 
• developing solutions; 
• testing and implementing solutions; and 
• evaluating solutions. 

 

Level of control 
Rules for controlled assessment in GCSE Digital Technology are defined for the three 
stages of the assessment: 
• task setting; 
• task taking; and 
• task marking. 

 

 

 

 

CCEA GCSE Digital Technology (Multimedia) 

Unit What this Unit is about Assessment Weighting 

Unit 1: Digital 

Technology 

In this compulsory unit, students 

explore a range of current digital 

technologies. They also evaluate the 

importance of data security and data 

legislation. 

External written 

examination 

1 hour 

30% 

Unit 2: Digital 

Authoring Concepts 

In this unit, students gain an 

understanding of how to develop, 

test and evaluate a range of digital 

systems.  

External written 

examination 

1 hour 30 mins 

40% 

Unit 3: Digital 

Authoring Practice 

In this unit, students design, develop 

and test digital multimedia systems. 

You will have the opportunity to 

develop your own database and 

website for a client. 

Controlled 

assessment 

30% 



Task setting 
 
The level of control for task setting is high. This means that CCEA set the task. 
CCEA provide centres with details of a scenario-based controlled assessment task, 
along with guidance on how to complete and submit it. CCEA also provide 
information on the availability of and access to resources. 
Teachers must ensure that the completed task conforms to the specification 
requirements. A new scenario-based task for Unit 3 will be published in 
June each year. 

 

Task taking 
The level of control for task taking is medium. 
 
Areas of Control Detail of Control 
 

Authenticity Teachers must be aware of any third party copyright or intellectual property 
issues in candidates’ work. They must sign a declaration to certify that, to the best of 
their knowledge, all the work that candidates have submitted for assessment is their own. 
 

Feedback Teachers must guide and supervise candidates by: 
• monitoring their progress; 
• preventing plagiarism; 
• complying with health and safety requirements; 
• providing advice and guidance if there are any problems; 
• ensuring that the work aligns with the specification requirements; and 
• ensuring that the work can be marked using the marking criteria. 
 
Time Limit Candidates should be assigned 36 hours to complete the task. 
The task is worth 60 marks. 
 
Collaboration Candidates can work in pairs or groups, but it is essential that the teacher 
can identify individual contributions. They could do this by, for example, beta testing the 
candidates’ solutions or providing feedback on their original storyboards. 
 
Resources Candidates must reference appropriately all the materials 
they use in their work, including any online resources. 

6.6 Task marking 
The level of control for task marking is medium. This means that teachers mark the 
task and CCEA moderate the results. Teachers mark the controlled assessment task using 
assessment criteria that CCEA provide. They should use professional judgement to select 
and apply the criteria in each successive mark band appropriately and fairly to candidates’ 
work. They should follow a ‘best fit’ approach when selecting a candidate’s mark, making 
allowance for balancing strengths and weaknesses in each response. 

 



Drafting/Redrafting 
Teachers must not correct candidates’ work in detail and return it to them to write 
up a fair copy. Responsibility for drafting a piece of work towards completion lies 
entirely with the candidate. Once a candidate has submitted the controlled 
assessment and it has been awarded a mark, that mark is final. The candidate may 
not carry out further work. 

 

 


