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Year 9 Cross Curricular Project.  
 
You can be as creative as you like 
about Our River – the River Foyle 

Year 9 

Project 
 

Theme: Our River 

Choose your tasks 
To create a project you can choose between 4-6 tasks from this 

booklet. Complete them all or add your own ideas as well. We want 

you to be as creative as possible.  

Time 
 You will have 2 weeks to complete your project 

 Beginning on Monday 8th June 2020 

 Ending on Friday 19th June 2020 

Presentation  
 You can complete your project on paper, handwritten, it can be 

done on a device / computer, or you can take photographs. 

 Mark clearly all your work with your name and form class. 

 We would like you to send us your work before Monday 22nd 

June 2020. 

Handing in your project 
 Mark clearly all your work with your name and form class 

 We would prefer you to email us your work, you can send it to 

us at: ks3projects@stmarysderry.com 
 You can leave in your work to school (boxes will be provided 

for contactless delivery)   

Award Winners 
 There will be certificates and prizes awarded in each year 

group for excellence, creativity, effort and dedication. Good 

Luck and Enjoy! 
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Drama Task: Create a TikTok dance 

Celebrating the Maritime Festival  
What we need to do; 

 We are going to create a Tik Tok dance to celebrate the Clipper Festival in Derry 

2021 

 – when all the ships come into the Quay. 

 We need to think of songs about the sea or sailing to use as a soundtrack – any songs  

you think would suit  

 You will have to help me to understand Tik Tok and how we can share it! 

 

 Things you may want to think about: 

o What is the Maritime Festival in Derry? 

o What is the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race? 

o What are your favourite parts of the festival? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Can we do it 

in pairs / 

small groups 

Remember social 

distancing!  

What order  

We put the 

songs in? 

How do we 

put it all 

together?  
Which pupils 

do which 

part? 

Soundtrack 

ideas 

How do we 

teach dance 

moves? 
Will we go 

viral? 
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Year 9 - Geography 

Our River 

Instructions: 

 You are going to design a poster for a protest campaign as the River 

Foyle is being badly polluted 

 Poster can be A3 or A4 size 

 It can be painted/ coloured in or use the computer 

Things you might want to include: 

 Images to show the river is slowly dying 

 Words to show impact of pollution – biologically dead river, smell, 

destruction of ecosystems, kills water plants and fish etc 

 Slogan – strong message to industrialists, farmers, locals that this 

pollution must STOP. 
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IT Task: Create a 

flyer  
(You can do this using Microsoft Publisher, Word or on Paper) 

 

Celebrating the Maritime Festival  
Instructions 

 You are going to make a flyer to promote the Clipper Festival in Derry 2021. 

 You must use one A4 page (both sides) and include a range of images and text. 

 Things you may want to include: 

o What is the Maritime Festival in Derry? 

o What is the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race? 

o What are your favourite parts of the festival? 

o Include clear pictures (you may want to add a few of your own photos) 

o Include a range of text boxes, shapes, borders and design elements. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2 Landscape 

Pages  Text Boxes  

Shapes  

Page 

Numbers 

Front Cover 

and Back 

page 

Borders Clear images 
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Year 9 Languages Task – Our River 

 

 

 

Instructions: 

 You need to produce an A4 sized map of ‘Our River’ in whatever language you study 

using the vocabulary tables below and your own notes for support. 

 Your map may be produced using Microsoft Word or on paper. 

 You must label key places in town that are near the River Foyle. 

 Include images of some places to enhance your presentation. 

 Make sure to use a suitable font size and think about borders and design. 

 Proof read your work before saving and submitting. 
 

French Language Support  Spanish Language Support 

Notre Rivière  
La Rivière Foyle 
L’hôtel de ville  
Le commissariat 
Le centre commercial 
L’office de Tourisme  
Le pont 
Le stade 
Le supermarché 
Le parc 
La gare 
La gare routière 
L’hôtel 
Le musée 

our river 
The River Foyle 
Town Hall 
Police Station 
Shopping Centre 
Tourist Office 
Bridge 
Stadium 
Supermarket 
Park  
Train Station 
Bus Station 
Hotel 
Museum 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nuestro río 
El Río Foyle 
El ayuntamiento 
La comisaría 
El centro comercial  
La oficina de turismo 
El puente 
El estadio 
El supermercado 
El parque 
La estación de trenes 
La estación de autobuses 
El hotel 
El museo 

Our river 
The River Foyle 
Town Hall 
Police Station 
Shopping Centre 
Tourist Office 
Bridge 
Stadium 
Supermarket 
Park  
Train Station 
Bus Station 
Hotel 
Museum 

  
Example: 
 

Irish Language Support 

Ár  Abhainn 
Abhainn an Feabhail 
Halla na Cathrach 
Stáisiún na Póilíní  
Ionad siopadóireachta  
Oifig thurasóireachta 
Droichead  
Príomhoide 
Staid 
Páirc 
Stáisiún Traenach 
Stáisiún Bus 
Óstán  
Iarsmalann  

Our River 
The River Foyle 
Town Hall 
Police Station 
Shopping Centre 
Tourist Office 
Bridge 
Stadium 
Supermarket 
Park  
Train Station 
Bus Station 
Hotel 
Museum 

 
Task:    Create a map of ‘Our River’ with labels in the Target Language. 
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Maths Project 
The Clipper is a round the world yacht race. The Clipper was founded in 1995 by Sir Robin 

Knox-Johnston, the first man to sail solo, non-stop around the world. Clipper is the world’s 

longest  yacht race where teams from different countries compete against each other.  

 

The race takes one year to complete. The 2011 -2012 race was the first time that a ‘leg’ of 

the race visited Derry. Leg 8 of the race commenced in Nova Scotia (Eastern coast of 

Canada) and finished in Derry on 30th June 2012. There was a big maritime festival in the 

city to welcome the Clipper to Derry.  

  

Task A – The 2011-12 Clipper Race 

Read the information about the Clipper 2011-12 race and answer the questions that follow 

The fleet departed from Ocean Village on 31 July 2011 and the race started in the Solent. 
The race lasted a full year and covered an estimated 40,000 nautical miles (74,000 km).  

 

Q.1 How many days did it take the 2011-12 Clipper to travel from Ocean Village to Derry? 

 

The table on the next page shows you information about the different legs of the 2011-12 
Clipper race. The first two rows tell you the starting and finishing location of a leg. Down the 
left hand side of the table you will see the number of the yacht and the country/ town 
competiting. Also the numbers in the boxes tell you what position each yacht came in each 
leg. 

The following questions relate to the table on the next page. 

Q.2 How many yachts took part in the 2011-12 race? 

Q.3 How many legs were there in the race? 

Q.4 What leg of the race finished in Derry? 

Q.5 In how many legs did the Derry ~ Londonderry yacht come in in first position? 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ocean_Village,_Southampton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solent
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The next table show you the results of the 2011-12 race. Read the information in the table 

and answer the following questions. 

 

Q.6 Which boat won the clipper 2011-12 race and what was the total number of points for 

this boat? 

Q.7 What is the difference in points between the winning boat and the boat that came 

last in the race? 

Q.8 How many more points did Gold Coast Australia boat get compared to the Derry ~ 

Londonderry boat? 

Q.9 What was the total number of points awarded in the 2011-12 race? 

 

Task B – The 2013-14 Clipper Race 

The next clipper race was the 2013-14 race. For this race, the fleet was expanded to 12 

brand new identical yachts. In a break from tradition, 5 of the yachts are sponsored by 

companies rather than cities or countries.  

The race set off from London's St. Katherine Docks on Sunday 1 September, with the start 
taking place offshore at Southend the following morning. The fleet then raced to Brest and 
onwards to Rio de Janeiro, Cape Town, Albany, Sydney, Hobart, Brisbane, Singapore, 
Qingdao, San Francisco, Panama, Jamaica, New York, Derry/Londonderry, and Den Helder, 
before finishing back in London. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/St._Katherine_Docks
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 In this task you will be asked to calculate the mean, mode, median and range. Your teacher 
may have ‘sang!!’ or played the song below. 

 If you are still unsure you can log onto Mathswatch and watch video clip 62.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q.10 How many yachts raced in the 2013-14 race? 

Q.11 (a) Who was the oldest Skipper? 

   (b) Who was the youngest Skipper? 

   (c) Calculate the range in the ages of the skippers.  

Q.12 What was the age of the Derry ~ Londonderry skipper Sean Mc Carter? 

Q.13 Calculate the median age of all the skippers. 

Q.14 Calculate the mode age of the skippers. (it’s ok if there is more than one) 

Q.15 Calculate the mean age of all the skippers. 

 

  

This table shows the names and 
ages of the skippers (person in 
charge of the boat). Read the 
information in the table carefully 
and answer the questions that 
follow. 
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Music: Design a CD Cover  

 

TASK: 

You are to create a cover for a music CD.  

The CD content will be based on songs which feature or mention 

“RIVERS”.  

The choice of songs/rivers is up to you. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

Your CD cover should include; 

 Title 

 List of songs  

 Name of artist/s 

 Name of producer 

 Background information 

 Attractive Decoration/Presentation 

 Any other items of interest 

Please identify any sources used eg. Youtube, etc. 
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Science Project – Our River 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please read the questions below, research the answers & produce a 

PowerPoint/leaflet/Poster to display your work. 

1. List & explain 3 main causes of pollution in our rivers? 

Hint: Think about what is surrounding the river Foyle……Farm 
land, Industries/factories etc. 
 

2. Explain the process of “Eutrophication”. This link may help you: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGqZsSuG7ao  

 

3. Scientists use “Indicators of pollution” to tell them how 

polluted the river is.                                                                     

There are 2 types of indicators of pollution: 

 

(i): Living Indicators of Pollution 

Explain what Living Indicators of Pollution in water are? (Hint: 

invertebrate species) 

The River Foyle in Derry has always been perceived as a very dirty & 

polluted river, so you will probably be surprised to hear that it is in 

actual fact, a very clean river due to it being the fastest flowing river 

in Europe for its size. 

Loughs Agency marine biologist Ciarán McGonigle said “the river's 

often murky appearance may give the wrong impression. Our water 

clarity is poor but the quality of the water is really very good”.                                                                     

However, rivers can become very easily polluted and this affects the 

range of plants & animals which live in the river. For this task, you are 

going to research the causes of river pollution & how we as scientists 

can tell how polluted the river is. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGqZsSuG7ao
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UGqZsSuG7ao
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Research what indicator species are found in Clean, low 

polluted, high polluted & Very highly polluted water. Include 

photos of these species too. 

 

(ii): Non-living indicators of Pollution 

Explain what Non-living indicators of pollution are? (Hint: 

equipment) 

Research what the pH, oxygen & nitrate level would be in a 

polluted river.  

What equipment is used to read these levels. (Include photos) 

 

4. Finally, which method (Living or Non-living Indicators) do you 

think is more accurate for scientists to use and why? 

 

5. Finally carry out research on what species of fish and other 

animals live in the river Foyle. Make notes on what you found. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When you finish this work you should then try the activities 

in the Year 9 Salmon Pack on Shared Resources /Home 

Study / Year 9 Science which focusses on the salmon which 

live in the River Foyle. 

 

Tips: 

Please do not copy & paste information directly from the internet…….you must 

try to put it into your own words 

Use reliable web-sites: BBC bitesize/national geographic etc. Do not use 

Wikipedia! 

Keep it simple – any words you do not understand, please look up their meaning 

& explain them. 

Good Luck!  
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Science: Indicators of Pollution 

Living indicators of pollution 
Name: Indicator species Type of Pollution: Water 
Information:  
To check the pollution level of water, invertebrate 
species are a good indicator of how polluted the 
water is.   
Some invertebrates can tolerate polluted water and 
some are very sensitive to polluted waters and 
therefore will not be able to live there. 
 
If the species listed on the next column are found in a 
water sample you are testing, it will be a good 
indicator if the water is polluted or not. 
 
 
 
There would be very little oxygen in this water and 
not a lot of other organisms living in this water. 

Pictures: 
Clean water = Mayfly larva 
 
 
 
 
Low level of pollution = 
Freshwater Shrimp 
 
 
 
 
 
High pollution = Water Louse 
 
 
 
 
Very high level of pollution = Rat-
tailed maggot, Sludge worm 
 
 
 
 

Name: Lichens Type of Pollution: Air 
Information:  
Lichens can be used as air pollution indicators, 
especially of the concentration of sulphur dioxide in 
the atmosphere.  
Gases dissolved in rainwater, especially sulphur 
dioxide, can damage lichens, and prevent them from 
growing. This makes lichens natural indicators of air 
pollution.  Sulphur dioxide is made from the burning 
of fossil fuels. 
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Non-Living indicators of pollution 

Name: Dissolved oxygen Type of Pollution: Water 

Information:  
Oxygen levels in water can be measured using oxygen 
probes. The probes are placed in the water and the 
values are read once they have stabilized. 
The probes are often connected to a data logger so 
the data can be transferred and analyzed on a 
computer. 

 
 
 
 
Highly polluted water tends to be 
low in oxygen, due to high 
numbers of bacteria carrying out 
respiration. 
 

Name: Nitrate levels Type of Pollution: Water 
Information:  
Fertilisers can be washed off the land into rivers.  This 
causes the levels of nitrates to increase. Nitrate / 
nitrite strips can be used to tell the concentration of 
nitrates in the water.  
 
If water is polluted it will have high nitrate levels. 
 

 

Name: Acid Rain Type of Pollution: Air 

Information:  
Acid rain is caused by the burning of fossil fuels. 
Sulphur Dioxide & carbon dioxide is released.  It 
dissolves in the rainwater and turns it acidic.  Acid 
rain causes limestone to erode and statues made of 
limestone to erode.  This is also an indicator of how 
polluted the air is with harmful gases.   

 

 

 

  

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjwqcy304HNAhVKOMAKHbIuAmgQjRwIBw&url=http://basicanimalhandling.com/key-water-quality-parameters-2/&bvm=bv.123325700,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHS6eH4TAjbl3Gb0Oc41x5mYSeXPw&ust=1464692606429657
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